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VCE Trial exams
Semester 1 Exams available in electronic or paper copy
STAV Publishing produces VCE trial exams
Year 11 and year 12, Unit 1 and 3 Trial Exams and Solutions - Now available

VCE Biology , Chemistry, Physics, Psychology
For current and past trial exams order here
Order Here Now for 2022 electronic versions
Order Here Now for 2022 paper vversions
Phone: 03 9385 3999 • Email: admin@stav.vic.edu.au

Electronic trial exams available for distribution now
Paper trial exams available for distribution now

Contact enquiries
For enquiries about Contact newsletter including advertising opportunities please contact the STAV Publications Officer
phone: (03) 9385 3999 or email: publications@stav.vic.edu.au
Please ensure a current email address is on file with STAV so you will receive your link to the newsletter.
Patron: Associate Professor Misty Jenkins BSc (Hons), PhD, MAICD
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2022 STAV Council

STAV Contacts

Alexandra Abela
STAV President, ASTA Board, STS
Management Committee
Penleigh & Essendon Grammar
School
president@stav.vic.edu.au

STS Management

STAV Business Centre

Janice Teng
STS Committee
sts@stav.vic.edu.au

Vacant
Accounts Officer
Phone: 9385 3908
payments@stav.vic.edu.au

Dale Carroll
STAV Councillor, STAV Delegate to
ASTA Congress
The Geelong College
Sarah-Jane Chuck
STAV Councillor
Kilbreda College Mentone
Jodie Donaghey
STAV Councillor
Holy Rosary School Kensington
Amanda Peters
STAV Vice President
Deakin University
Denise Raven
STAV Councillor
Wesley College
Dr Emily Rochette
STAV Vice President
The University of Melbourne
Dr Rod Fawns
STAV Councillor, STAV Life Member.
Retired
Dr. Robert Roe
STAV Honorary Treasurer, STAV Life
Member.
Retired.
Michael Rosenbrock
STAV Councillor
Wodonga Secondary College
Dr Peta White
STAV Honorary Secretary
Deakin University

Lucy Cassar
Thomas Carr College – Tarneit
C/- sts@stav.vic.edu.au
Josie Crisara
Aitken College
jcrisara@aitkencollege.edu.au
Leonie Lang
Science Educator
leonie.lang284@gmail.com
David Trotter
c/- sts@stav.vic.edu.au
Alexandra Abela
STAV President
president@stav.vic.edu.au

STAV Journal Editors
LabTalk

Dr. Fiona Trapani
Penola Catholic College
ftrap@netspace.net.au

Let’s Find Out

Amanda Peters
Deakin University
amanda.peters@deakin.edu.au

Anne Heard
Receptionist
Phone: 9385 3999
stav@stav.vic.edu.au
Kellie Jackson
Publications
Phone: 9385 3903
publications@stav.vic.edu.au
Vacant
Events Coordinator
Phone: 9385 3905
events@stav.vic.edu.au
Collette Whittaker
Office Administrator
Phone: 9385 3904
admin@stav.vic.edu.au
STAV Publishing
Phone: 9385 3904
admin@stav.vic.edu.au

Science Victoria
STAV is the sole member of Science
Victoria.

STAV Council Meeting Dates 2022
Thursday 3 February 2022
Tuesday 15 March 2022
Tuesday 10 May 2022
Thursday 21 July 2022
Tuesday 13 September 2022
Thursday 27 October 2022
STAV AGM Friday 25 November 2022, following STAVCON
All STAV Council meetings, unless otherwise advised, will take place from
4.30 pm – 6.30 pm and will be conducted via Zoom. All Individual Members
are permitted to attend STAV Council meetings as observers. If interested,
please submit your request to the STAV President, one week in advance of the
scheduled meeting: president@stav.vic.edu.au STAV Council looks forward to
your engagement.
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STAV Editorial Committee

New Members

Fiona Trapani

Welcome to the new members of STAV:

Penola Catholic College
Senior Editor LabTalk and co-chair STAV Editorial
Committee

Individuals
Abbie Cameron

Amanda Peters

Schools
No new members

Dale Carroll

How to join STAV

Cristina Guarella

Join online or download a form from our website:
www.stav.org.au/html/membership.html
Alternatively, contact the STAV office for more
information: 03 9385 3999

Deakin University
Senior Editor Let’s Find Out and co-chair STAV Editorial
Committee
The Geelong College
The University of Melbourne, MGSE

Gary Simpson

Woodleigh School

Duncan Symons

The University of Melbourne, MGSE

STAV Membership

Janice Teng

Science Talent Search Coordinator

STAV Individual Membership fees:

Mahaelia Thavarajah

Individual Primary
Individual Secondary
Individual both Primary/Secondary
Laboratory Technicians
Life Member

Quantum Victoria

Peta White

Deakin University

STAV Editorial Committee Meeting Dates
for 2022 - TBC

$125
$140
$175
$105
$55

The subscription of a member ceases to be effective
if payment is not received prior to or on the date of
renewal.

Life Members
Josie Crisara
Rod Fawns
Dick Gunstone

Mark Learmonth
Robert Roe
David Trotter

Connect with us on Social Media
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Dear Colleagues,
Welcome to the May edition of CONTACT. This term has been an excitingly busy time for STAV’s volunteers and
staff, and I am pleased to provide a snapshot of key milestones and achievements.

STAV Toyota Excellence in STEM Teaching Communities of Practice
After a period of disruption, it was with great excitement that we were able to bring professional learning back to STAV
House. On Monday 2 May, Tuesday 3 May and Wednesday 4 May, the ‘Excellence in STEM Communities of Practice’ program
launched with the much-anticipated face to face workshops.
Facilitated by Dr. Robert Sbaglia, the workshops provided participants with expert instruction in the promotion of deep and
sustained STEM pedagogies, curriculum design principles and program logic. New pedagogies and approaches emphasised
the importance of low-tech, hands-on, inquiry-based learning strategies, and privilege accessibility to all.
The broader program uses an innovative, blended learning model to build excellence in STEM teaching practice through
long-lasting and effective communities of practice. One cornerstone of the program design is the provision of post-workshop
coaching support during Terms 2 and 3. Another key feature involves access to self-paced learning modules designed by
Dr. Sbaglia with the objective of guiding teams in program design, delivery and evaluation. The program will conclude with
a STEM Showcase for the purpose of sharing each school’s achievements and for the setting of future goals to sustain and
enrich networks within and between the regions.
I would like to acknowledge the 44 teachers and leaders from 23 participating schools and congratulate them on their
selection and contributions.
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•

Al-Taqwa College, Truganina

•

Bayside P-12 (Primary)

•

Bayside P-12 (Secondary)

•

Braybrook Secondary College

•

Buckley Park College, Essendon

•

Christ the King Primary School, Braybrook

•

Clyde Creek Primary School

•

Eltham High School

•

Emmaus College, Vermont South

•

Hillsmeade Primary School, Narre Warren South

•

Holy Trinity Lutheran College, Horsham

•

Kilbreda College, Mentone

•

Leibler Yavneh College, Elsternwick

•

Melton Secondary College

•

Mount Evelyn Christian School

•

Penleigh and Essendon Grammar School, Keilor East

•

Scienceworks Museum, Spotswood

•

Southern Cross Grammar, Caroline Springs

•

St Bernadette’s Primary School, Sunshine North

•

St Patrick’s Primary School, Kilmore

•

Thomas Carr College, Tarneit

•

Wellington Secondary College, Mulgrave

•

Westbourne Grammar School, Truganina
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To the senior leadership teams of the above schools and organisations, STAV is grateful for your support in releasing your
‘best and brightest’ at a time when staffing pressures in schools are challenging and real.
And to Katarina Persic and her team at the Toyota Foundation and Community Trust, our sincere thanks for their ongoing
support and for Katarina’s input and involvement on each of the workshop days.

STAV Beginning Science Teachers Network to visit the Melbourne Museum
STAV is pleased to be hosting some networking events for pre-service and early career teachers to build their professional
networks and learn about different ways to teach science.
Headed up by STAV Vice President, Dr Emily Rochette, members of the STAV Beginning Science Teachers Network have the
opportunity to attend first face to face event at the Melbourne Museum on Sunday 12 June 2022 from 10.00 am-12.30 pm.
Participants will visit the Dynamic Earth and Horridus exhibitions to explore some exciting science and learn about ways the
museum can support science education. We have 35 places for beginning teachers with 10 on hold for those of you who may
want to bring a young person.
To reserve your place and ensure that the day runs smoothly, we ask that you register your interest by completing this survey
by 5.00 pm Friday 20 May.
We look forward to seeing you at the museum! If you have any questions about this event, please contact Emily Rochette
(erochette@unimelb.edu.au) and if you have already completed the survey, we look forward to seeing you at the Museum.

STAV Science Education Research Working Party: Research Opportunities
STAV aims to support students, teachers, schools and the wider sector in promoting evidence based best practice and to
provide science teachers access to research participation and learning opportunities. Endorsed by full Council at the STAV
Council meeting held on Tuesday 10 May, the STAV Science Education Working Party is proud to put forward three research
projects to STAV members.
Research findings may be considered for publication and presentation through a variety of channels, including STAV journals,
conference presentations and professional development workshops, where appropriate. If you have any specific queries
regards the research project, please contact the lead researcher directly. Please see page 10 for more detail on each of the
projects. My thanks to STAV Councillor and working party chair, Dr. Peta White, for her energy and leadership in this area.

New Australian Curriculum
On Tuesday 5 April 2022, the Australia Curriculum and Reporting Authority (ACARA) announced the release of the endorsed
Version 9.0 of the revised F-10 Australian Curriculum. This has been updated after an extensive review and consultation
process undertaken by ACARA from 2020 to 2022.
The new curriculum sets high expectations and standards that are founded on evidence-based practice and is reportedly
in tune with community expectations. ACARA notes that its evidence base was strengthened by the first ever community
consultation process, inviting feedback on the proposed revisions.
STAV is currently engaged in briefings with ACARA in relation to the roll-out. We look forward reporting back to our members
all key information, with the view to further supporting teachers and support staff throughout the implementation.

Science ASSIST
We are thrilled to announce that Science ASSIST returns for 12 months, with hard-won interim funding having been received
from the Australian Department of Education, Skills and Employment (DESE). ASTA continues to actively campaign on behalf
of all teachers and laboratory technicians in schools for ongoing funding from DESE; however, this funding alone will not
ensure the sustainability of Science ASSIST. Whilst recurrent funding from the Australian government is critical, subscriptions
are also a key source of revenue to ensure that this service remains true to its original objects of being independent and
responsive to the unique and changing needs of each and every user. I urge all Victorian schools to make provision in their
budgets for a subscription to Science ASSIST and to take up the subscription as a matter of priority. Subscribe here.

National School Science Safety Campaign, ‘Science Safety Matters’
Earlier this year, ASTA, with the support of the Australian Academy of Science (AAS) launched a year-long National School
Science Safety Campaign, ‘Science Safety Matters’. The campaign builds on the work of ASTA and the AAS and highlights the
importance of school science safety, and support for school leaders and educators with access to information and resources
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such as Science ASSIST. By raising awareness of school science safety, we not only promote the safe conduct of science
practical work in schools, but also convey the important message that excellence in science teaching and learning leads to
great science, cultural safety in schools and ultimately a safer world. You can find more information here.

Teacher Professional Lifecycle Project
Through ASTA, STAV is actively engaged in and supports the Teacher Professional Lifecycle Project. This work aims to
develop a framework for ASTA’s member states to link the Australian Professional Teaching Standards with the emotional
and personal career stages experienced by science teachers. The framework will support the planning of strategic
professional development for teachers of all ages and levels of experience. Please see further information on the ASTA
website here.

STAV’s Journals: LabTalk and Let’s Find Out
Our journals continue to go from strength to strength, and we are calling for copy for the second editions of LabTalk and
Let’s Find Out for 2022. The deadlines for contributions are fast approaching in May and June respectively (see page 11
for deadline dates). If you are interested in submitting copy or would like further guidance and support, please contact the
editors, Dr Fiona Trapani and Amanda Peters, at publications@stav.vic.edu.au.

STAV Membership: Your membership is more important than ever!
Being a member of STAV provides opportunities to network with other members, receive and exchange the latest news in
science education, contribute to discussions about science and science education and to actively support your professional
association.
Members are the life blood of STAV – STAV members also receive journals, newsletters, discounts and other benefits, and
STAV Individual Membership fees are tax deductible. Please join here.
To actively support your professional association and contribute to its vision for the future, please consider and promote the
benefits of individual and school membership.
For individual members, opportunities exist to become more actively involved in the Association as working party. If this
interests you, please feel free to contact me and I would be delighted to provide further information: president@stav.vic.edu.
au.
Members of working parties or ‘focus groups’ are required to be financial individual members of STAV.
And on another note, it is worthwhile mentioning that Individual Members of STAV are permitted and encouraged to attend
STAV Council meetings as observers. If interested, you are required to submit your request to the STAV President, one
week in advance of the scheduled meeting: president@stav.vic.edu.au All STAV Council meetings in 2022, unless otherwise
advised, will take place from 4.30 pm – 6.30 pm via Zoom. The 2022 meeting dates are published in this edition of
CONTACT.

Stay Connected: STAV Member Community Facebook Group
The STAV Members Community Facebook group continues to go from strength to strength and it is pleasing to participate
in discussions around a range of issues. Admittance to this group is through provision of your first and last name and STAV
individual membership number when answering the joining questions. This is a supportive professional learning community
for Early childhood, Primary, Secondary, Tertiary educator and Laboratory Technician members. Request to join our
facebook group here.
As always, we will continue to keep you informed of all other updates and developments via STAV’s networks, email groups
and social media.
I encourage you to contact me at any time to discuss matters of importance and interest to you president@stav.vic.edu.au.
Alexandra Abela
President, Science Teachers Association of Victoria
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THE COMPLETE SOLUTION FOR

VCE BIOLOGY
NELSON

VICscience

NELSON

VICscience

Aron
Woolnough
Philipa
Andrieux

Xenia Pappas
Ann Cathcart

SKILLS WORKBOOK

Tony Chiovitti

Amanda Clarke

Adrianne Harrowfield
Susan Ryan

biology

VCE UNITS

4E

1 + 2

biology

VCE UNITS

1 + 2

Nelson VICscience
VCE Biology
Units 1 & 2

NELSON

VICscience

NELSON

VICscience

SUCCESS!
This innovative new edition has been crafted to
meet the complete requirements of the VCAA VCE
Biology Study Design (2022-2026). The textbook,
skills workbook and logbook offer an inclusive learning
experience that provides opportunities for students
with a range of abilities to learn, understand,
develop and practice the key knowledge and key
science skills for success in VCE Biology.

WATCH THE WEBINAR
Author Xenia Pappas explains how to use
this series to cater for mixed abilities.

Aron
Woolnough
Philipa
Andrieux

Sarah Jones
consultant

Taylah Bennett

SKILLS WORKBOOK

Ann Cathcart

Tony Chiovitti

Amanda Clarke

biology

Adrianne Harrowfield
Xenia Pappas

biology

VCE UNITS

3 + 4

4E

VCE UNITS

cengage.com.au/secondary/webinars

3 + 4

Nelson VICscience
VCE Biology
Units 3 &4

NELSON
NELSON

Name:

BIOLOGY

VICscience

LOGBOOK

DIGITAL RESOURCES AVAILABLE
For Teachers

For Students

+ Cognero Assess

+

Interactive eBook

+ Sample SACs

+

Videos

+ Practice Exams

+

Vived 3D Learning Models

+ Investigation Videos

+

Flash Cards

+ Teaching Programs

+

Weblinks

nelsonnet.com.au

Nelson VICscience
VCE Biology
Logbook

WANT TO LEARN MORE?
Contact your Rep: cengage.com.au/contactus/secondary
Visit: cengage.com.au/vce-biology
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Science Talent Search Report
The online STS Schools Portal will remain open, but registrations for entries will close and be deactivated on
Sunday 29th May.
In June, you will receive email instructions to access your Entry Summary List and STS Official Face Sheets
through the school portal. STS Official Face Sheets need to be downloaded, signed and submitted online. You
will be invoiced on the data in the system on the final closing date May 29th. You cannot withdraw entries after
this date – if you choose not to submit, you still need to pay the entry fee.
The School Portal remains as ‘view only’ for your entry data with a downloadable Entry Summary List. You can print the Entry
Summary List for hardcopy checking. Any requests for changes after the entry registration closes on May 29th will incur a
$10 per entry administrative fee, so please check your data carefully.
Please also check your email regularly because STS correspondence is mostly by email.
Leonie Lang
STS Management

Science Talent Search
2022 Theme: ‘Glass: More than meets the eye’
Dates for 2022:
School Portal opens – online: 28th February 2022

Upcoming
Close of Entry registration – online: 29th May 2022
Schools Pack 1 – to be emailed and e-accessible by week of: 6th June 2022
Online entry submission opens: Friday 17th June 2022
Country and Jewish School Posters entries due at STAV office: 22nd July 2022
Last day of online entry submission: 24th July 2022
Judging Day: 6th August 2022
Schools Pack 2 – e-accessible by: 15th August 2022
Schools Pack 3 – to arrive in schools week of: 3rd October 2022

Exhibition and Presentation Day
Exhibition and Presentation Day Wednesday 2nd November 2022 (TBC)
Dates may be subject to change due to restrictions or other circumstances.
Check the Science Talent Search website for information about the competition

www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts
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Diamond Sponsors of Science Talent Search

Science Talent Search
Professional Development Kit

Free

Past Years Trial Exams
Available now electronically
Years 2015 – 2021

Order your copy now!

Biology Units 1 – 4
Chemistry Units 1 – 4
Physics Units 1 – 4
Psychology Units 1 – 4

This kit aims to encourage teachers who are inexperienced
in conducting STS to enter the competition. It contains useful
hints on how to successfully implement STS in your school.

Questions and solutions are in Adobe Acrobat
pdf format. Files can be delivered via your school
intranet, saved to hard drive or printed.

How to order
Just send through a request for the STS PD Kit, to the below
email and an electronic copy will be forwarded to you.
sts@stav.vic.edu.au

Copy and paste of exams is prohibited.
Price: $20.70 per exam
Choose as many exams as you want, in any
combination you want.

Order form available at the
STAV website

or contact STAV for an order form:
Phone: 03 9385 3999
Email: admin@stav.vic.edu.au
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STAV Science Education Research Working Party: Research Projects May 2022
Project Title: Exploring the Influences of Physics Teachers in Year 7-10 Science
You are invited to take part in a joint research project by Dr Jared Carpendale (Monash University), Dr Victoria Millar and Dr
Merryn Dawborn-Gundlach (the University of Melbourne), and Dr John Cripps Clark (Deakin University) about the teaching
and learning of physics in Years 7-10 in Victoria.
In essence, the project is seeking practising science and physics teachers' views on the teaching of Year 7 - 10 physics
topics. Additionally, the researchers are exploring the role that physics teachers have on the design of physics-based units
in these years.
The primary data collection for this project is a survey. If you are interested in taking part in this study, then please select
this survey link here. The survey will take around 20 minutes to complete. At the end of the survey, you will also be asked if
you would like to take part in an interview (in which case we will contact you with additional information).
For further detailed information, please see the Explanatory Statement for this project via the survey link above.
If you have any questions or concerns about being involved in this study, please contact:
Name:		
John Cripps Clark
Institution:
Deakin University
Email:		
john.crippsclark@deakin.edu.au
Ref No:		
2021-244

Project Title: Representing scientists and their practices in science classrooms
Year 7-9 science teacher(s) in Schools are invited to take part in a research project that investigates how scientists, and
their practices can be represented in the classroom. The Plain Language Statement (PLS) provides detailed information
about the research project. Participation can be via web-based survey or through school-based resource planning and
refinement between teacher and researchers.
Survey: Survey participation will involve a 15-minute web-based survey providing understanding of how teachers currently
represent contemporary science practice in their classrooms. In this survey, the researchers are interested in learning
about teacher practices and attitudes concerning the ways in which contemporary scientists and their practices are
represented in your Year 7-9 science classes. The data from this survey will establish a basis for developing effective ways,
and resources, to support the translation of contemporary scientists’ experience and practice into classroom activities.
Once you have read the PLS if you agree to participate in the survey, you can commence the survey here.
School-based resource planning and refinement between teacher and researchers:
With teachers consent, participation will involve:
• Teacher working closely with the researchers to co-design teaching and learning resources and their application in their
class. Agreement of a teaching model will be reached on design of resource(s) and their application and will be trialled
by the teacher in their science classes over three (3) school terms.
• Refinement of same or subsequent resources and their application will be made as will consideration of student
engagement and learning gains.
If you would like further details or if you are interested in participating, please contact:
Name:		
Mary Vamvakas
Institution:
Deakin University
Email:		
mvamvakas@deakin.edu.au
Ref No:		
HAE-20-008

Project Title: Effective enactment of guided inquiry in VCE biology settings: A critical examination through
design-based research.
Researchers would like to invite Year 11 VCE Biology teachers to participate in a research project being conducted by
Deakin University.
This research seeks to inform, enable, and explore student engagement and learning of VCE biology, using guided inquiry.
The purpose of this design-based research is to explore ways in which guided inquiry can be effectively enacted to enhance
student engagement and learning in VCE biology. In this study, teachers will work collaboratively with the research team
to review, refine and implement guided inquiry-based lessons, exploring influences that shape effective engagement and
learning. Students will have opportunity to work collaboratively with peers to explore biological concepts in ways that
foreground guided inquiry.
If you would like further details or if you are interested in participating, please contact:
Name:		
Amrita Kamath
Institution:
Deakin University
Email:		
kamatha@deakin.edu.au
Ref N		
HAE-22-001
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STAV Goals
‘Advancing Science Education’

Vision
Is to develop a science community growing together through collaboration, professional learning
supported by conferences, workshops and events, partnerships with industry and the wider community
through STEM and other innovations.”

Mission
To represent and advance the collective voice of science educators that will shape and influence policy
in all aspects relating to science education. We are committed to offering a range of resources and
services that will promote quality science teaching and learning.
We provide opportunities for all students to become inspired, engaged and excel in activities that
promote scientific literacy including: Science Talent Search, Science Drama and BHP Foundation
Science and Engineering Awards.

Journal Deadlines
LabTalk - Secondary Journal (Quarterly)
Edition

Deadline

Release Date

Vol 66 No 1

22 February 2022

17 March 2022

Vol 66 No 2

26 April 2022

12 May 2022

Vol 66 No 3

12 July 2022

28 July 2022

Vol 66 No 4

4 October 2022

25 October 2022

Let’s Find Out - Primary Journal (Quarterly)
Edition

Deadline

Release Date

Vol 39 No 1

15 March 2022

29 March 2022

Vol 39 No 2

17 May 2022

7 June 2022

Vol 39 No 3

19 July 2022

4 August 2022

Vol 39 No 4

4 October 2022

25 October 2022

Contact Advertising Deadlines
February

1 February 2022

August

2 August 2022

March

1 March 2022

September

6 September 2022

April

5 April 2022

October

4 October 2022

May

3 May 2022

November

2 November 2022

June

31 May 2022

December

6 December 2022

July

5 July 2022

For more advertising details go to https://stav.org.au/publications/
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