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STAV is on Facebook

Conferences and Events

Join STAV on Twitter

Conferences and Events

VCE Conferences 2021
Register with the below links now!
STAV is eager to provide an opportunity for
VCE teachers to present sessions that are
relevant and inspirational for other teachers or
educators in the science field.
Due to the current climate STAV has transitioned
the VCE Conference to an online format.
Biology: Monday 15 February 2021
Keynote: Dr Simon Corrie, Monash University

STAVCON 2020 On Demand
Registrations are still open
Once registered you will have access to all
pre-recorded sessions as well as all the
recordings from the 27 November 2020.
https://stav.org.au/event/stavcon-2020/

Program details - https://stav.org.au/event/
vce-biology-conference-2021/
Chemistry: Wednesday 17 February 2021
Keynote: Professor Craig Hutton, Melbourne
University
Program details - https://stav.org.au/event/
vce-chemistry-conference-2021/
Physics: Friday 19 February 2021
Keynote: Professor Todd Lane, Melbourne
University
Program details - https://stav.org.au/event/
vce-physics-conference-2021/

Contact enquiries
For enquiries about Contact newsletter including advertising opportunities please contact the STAV Publications
Officer phone: (03) 9385 3903 or email: publications@stav.vic.edu.au
Please ensure a current email address is on file at STAV so you will receive your link to the newsletter.
Patron: Associate Professor Misty Jenkins BSc (Hons), PhD, MAICD
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2020 STAV Council

STAV Contacts

Alexandra Abela

STS Management

STAV Business Centre

Janice Teng

Anne Heard

STAV President
ASTA Board
Penleigh and Essendon Grammar
School
president@stav.vic.edu.au

Dale Carroll

Laboratory Technicians Convener
ASTA Delegate
The Geelong College

Adele Hudson

Professional Learning Innovations
Convener
Aiken College

Leonie Lang

Josie Crisara
Aitken College
jcrisara@aitkencollege.edu.au

Leonie Lang

Science Educator
leonie.lang284@gmail.com

Mary Donaghy
c/- sts@stav.vic.edu.au

Receptionist
Phone: 9385 3999
stav@stav.vic.edu.au

Violet Zarce
Accounts Officer
Phone: 9385 3908
payments@stav.vic.edu.au

Natalija Borizovski
Office Administrator
Phone: 9385 3904
admin@stav.vic.edu.au

Science Talent Search
Retired Teacher

David Trotter

STAV Publishing
Phone: 9385 3904
admin@stav.vic.edu.au

Georgia Lumb

Matthew Story

Publications
Phone: 9385 3903
publications@stav.vic.edu.au

Beginning Science Teachers’
Convener
Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College

Dr. Robert Roe

STAV Treasurer
STAV Life Member
Retired

Michael Rosenbrock

Vice President
Honorary Secretary
Wodonga Secondary College

Dr. Fiona Trapani

STAV Vice President
Editor LabTalk
Penola Catholic College

Dr. Peta White

Deakin University

Life Members
David Cohen
Rod Fawns
Dick Gunstone
Mark Learmonth
David Trotter
Robert Roe
Josie Crisara
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STS Committee
sts@stav.vic.edu.au
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c/- sts@stav.vic.edu.au

Hazel Glen College
mstory@hazelglencollege.com

Vince Conserva

STAV Journal Editors
LabTalk

Dr. Fiona Trapani
Penola Catholic College
ftrap@netspace.net.au

Let’s Find Out

Mahaelia Thavarajah
mahaelia.thavarajah@
quantumvictoria.vic.edu.au

Events Coordinator for STAV
conferences
projects@stav.vic.edu.au

Science Victoria
Science Victoria hosts professional
development activities on behalf of
the Science Teachers’ Association of
Victoria Inc. (STAV)
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VCE Trial exam papers

New Members
Welcome to the following new individual members
of STAV:
Merryl Byfield
Emma Macdonald
Karen Marangio

STAV Publishing produces VCE trial exams for:
Unit 2, Unit 3 & 4 Trial
Exam Bundles (Year 11 &
Year 12)
$160 per subject or
$600 for all 4 subjects

Maria Mavridis

Now
avail
elect able
ronic
ally

Unit 2 Trial Exam
Bundles (Year 11 only)
$80 per subject or $285 for all
4 subjects

How to join STAV

How to order

Download a form from our website
www.stav.org.au/html/membership.html
You can also join online from this site.
Alternatively, contact the STAV office for more
information: 03 9385 3999

Download an order form at:
www.sciencevictoria.com.au/stavpublishing/
trialExams.html
Phone: 03 9385 3999
Email: admin@stav.vic.edu.au

STAV Membership
STAV Individual Membership fees:
Individual Primary
Individual Secondary
Individual both Primary/Secondary
Laboratory Technicians

$125
$140
$175
$105

The subscription of a member ceases to be effective
if payment is not received prior to or on the date
of renewal, as a result, membership and all rights
pertaining thereto will lapse. Upon payment of all
arrears, membership will resume from the date of
payment.

Labtech list
The Labtech list has been set up by STAV as a
discussion forum where Laboratory Technicians
can exchange information, share ideas and seek
advice.
We ask science coordinators to encourage their
Laboratory Technicians to become a member of
Labtech and participate in the discussion group.
It is free to join. Go to the Science Victoria website
for more information:
www.sciencevictoria.com.au/labtech.html

Past Trial Exam CDs
Create your own mix of past exams from any
combination of the following:
2013 – 2019
Biology Units 1 – 4
Chemistry Units 1 – 4
Physics Units 1 – 4
Psychology Units 1 – 4

Now
available
electronica
lly

Questions and solutions are in Adobe
Acrobat pdf format. Files can be delivered via your
school intranet, saved to hard drive or printed. Copy
and paste prohibited.
Price: $20 per exam.
Choose as many exams as you want, in any
combination you want.
Order form available at
www.sciencevictoria.com.au/stavpublishing/
trialExams.html
or contact STAV for an order form:
STAV Publishing
Phone: 03 9385 3999
Email: admin@stav.vic.edu.au
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President’s Report

		

Dear fellow STAV Members,
As the school year draws to a close, I hope you are energised by the prospect of a break, in the
knowledge that you have made the greatest of differences to the lives of the many young people in
your charge this year.
Please be aware of a few key events and opportunities taking place in the STAV space to support you.
Professional Learning
STAVCON 2020 On Demand: A Vision for the Future
The live day of STAV’s annual conference STAVCON, was conducted on Friday 27 November in STAV’s signature
online conference format. Thank you to all of you who were able to join us from across Victoria and also interstate.
We trust you found the diverse array of sessions stimulating, interesting and rewarding. It takes great effort and
skill to conduct a conference such as this and we thank our presenters and moderators for giving of their time and
expertise.
Presenting throughout the day, were three amazing keynote speakers. The conference opened with WiSTEM
Ambassador Professor Lisa Harvey-Smith who spoke on gender equity in the sciences and STEM; in the STAV Patron
address, Associate Professor Misty Jenkins provided insight and inspiration, speaking about her vision for the future;
and our closing keynote address was delivered by one of Australia’s leading epidemiologists, Professor Mary Louise
McLaws, whose gripping address provided insights into the COVID experience.
All in all, there were fifteen main sessions and thirteen lightning sessions delivered live in seven simultaneous
virtual Zoom rooms. These have all been recorded and are now available for viewing on demand so you can catch
up with all the ones that you could not attend live in your own time. There also some 30 pre-recorded sessions on
our asynchronous program for viewing. To those registered, please continue to take the opportunity to click on the
sponsors logos on the wall in the program – you will be directed to a link for more information on the respective
organisations and their products and services. Some posted great deals and free subscriptions.
All in all, we believe and trust you will agree, that this is arguably a science teachers conference of the highest
standard in terms of the breadth and depth of workshops, flexibility of access, and the quality of presenters.
Registration is still possible until Friday 18 December 2020 if you missed out on the live day, with access to all
conference materials available until Friday 29 January 2021 to view at your leisure.
https://stav.org.au/event/stavcon-2020/
VCE Conference Series 2021: Registrations are open
Although we hope to be back to face to face conferences as soon as possible, the VCE conferences will also run in
our successful STAV online format. The programs for each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics have been finalized and
published on our website.
Theme: Focussed on the Future
Biology: Monday 15 February 2021; keynote speaker Dr Simon Corrie, Monash University
Chemistry: Wednesday 17 February 2021; keynote speaker Professor Craig Hutton, University of Melbourne
Physics: Friday 19 February 2021; Professor Todd Lane, University of Melbourne
In the above programs, we have brought together three outstanding keynote presenters, the VCAA updates and the
chief assessors’ examination reports. We have introduced another innovation into the VCE Biology and Chemistry
programs, this being an after-school Discussion Panel with break out rooms. The panels will be chaired by leading
educators and experts in the field, and will address the big questions in education with a focus on the future. Physics
will also stage a small group discussion session on teaching climate change directly following the keynote in the
morning.
We encourage you to get in early and register.
https://stav.org.au/events/
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President’s Report continued

		

STAV Council 2021
At STAV’s Annual General meeting conducted online on Thursday 19 November, the following Councillors were
elected by the members:
Alexandra Abela

President

Michael Rosenbrock

Vice President, Honorary Secretary

Robert Roe		

Honorary Treasurer

Dale Carroll
Leonie Lang
Georgia Lumb
Adele Hudson
Fiona Trapani
Peta White
Constitutional change
According to Clause 5.17 of the STAV Constitution (April 2016), the Association may from time to time by ordinary
resolution passed at a general meeting increase or reduce the number of officers or other members of the Council.
The 2020 STAV Council believed that in managing the business of the Association, in engaging in policy making and
for the purposes of succession planning, that the number of members of the Council should be increased from nine
to thirteen. This change was passed at the Annual General meeting. Consequently, Council will be looking to co-opt
additional members in the new year.
If you are interested in becoming more actively involved as a Councillor or as a working party member, please
contact me: president@stav.vic.edu.au
Life membership awarded to Josie Crisara OAM
At the STAV AGM, the award of Honorary Life Membership of STAV was bestowed on Josie Crisara OAM in
recognition of her outstanding contributions to STAV and science education over an extended period of time. It was
an honour and a privilege to present Josie with this award at STAVCON, and to witness Josie giving thanks for all the
wonderful people she has met along her journey and for the sustenance she draws from service:
“It’s about community and service and making a difference for young people” (Josie Crisara)
STAV Publications
We are calling for copy for the First editions of LabTalk and Let’s Find Out for 2021 after a bumper year in 2020. We
especially encourage those of our primary teacher members and friends of STAV to consider writing for Let’s Find
Out. If you are interested or would like further guidance and support please contact the editors at publications@stav.
vic.edu.au

https://stav.org.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/STAV-advertising_2021.pdf
STAV Membership: Your membership is more important than ever
Being a member of STAV provides opportunities to network with other members, receive and exchange the
latest news in science education, contribute to discussions about science and science education and to actively
support your professional association. Members are the life support of STAV – STAV members also receive journals,
newsletters, discounts and other benefits, and STAV Individual Membership fees are tax deductible. http://www.stav.
org.au/html/membership.html

To actively support your professional association and contribute meaningfully to its vision for the future, please
consider and promote the benefits of individual and school membership: http://www.stav.org.au/html/membership.
html
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President’s Report continued

		

Stay Connected: STAV Member Community Facebook Group
The STAV Members Community Facebook group continues to go from strength to strength. Admittance to this
group is through provision of your first and last name and STAV individual membership number when answering the
joining questions. It is a supportive professional learning community for Primary, Secondary, Tertiary educator and
Laboratory Technician members. We encourage you to join if you are yet to do so.
https://www. facebook.com/groups/STAVmembercommunity
On reflection and with thanks
In wrapping up 2020, I thank you for supporting and embracing STAV’s initiatives this year, in particular our response
to what has been the most challenging of years but one with the greatest opportunity for growth and positive
change.
I trust our work affirms with you, our valued membership, STAV’s critical role as a not for profit organization, in
building the capacity and agency of laboratory technicians, teachers, science coordinators, principals and system
leaders. Through its advocacy work, it should be evident that STAV contributes to the improvement of the quality of
science teaching and learning through enhanced professional learning, resources and the promotion of professional
best practice. In times of challenge and adversity, STAV has stood strong and has been unwavering in its support of
the science education community to continue to work collaboratively and with agility.
STAV, in its 77th year, is a timeless Association recognized as a group of people with common interests and common
aims, pursued in a spirit of friendship sufficiently strong to welcome and survive challenges but also to leverage great
opportunities brought by change.
STAV’s future has continued to depend on the huge personal voluntary investment of time and expertise by a
dedicated few individuals. We all continue to find in STAV a source of guidance, support and inspiration.
To those who embody and enact STAV’s Vision and Mission – its dedicated staff, Councilors, working party members,
many other volunteers, and above all, its members – I express my gratitude and best wishes.
Have a safe and joyous holiday season, and I look forward to reconnecting with you in early 2021.
Yours in Science education,
Alexandra Abela
President, Science Teachers’ Association of Victoria
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Science Talent Search Report
Exhibition and Presentation Day was held online on Monday 16th November. Many proud students,
teachers and parents attended the zoom meetings either at home or in the classroom and
participated in presentation ceremonies. Cheques, medallions and certificates were mailed out to
schools beforehand. We extend our thanks to sponsors, presenters and announcers, and of course
to all STS committee members and other volunteers for their tireless efforts in running a very
successful day.
This year we had 1940 students enter STS from 127 schools. We awarded a total number of 443 bursaries
from a sponsorship pool of $36,560. These numbers were about 30% down on previous years, but considering
that many students completed their projects during home-schooling due to the Covid-19 lockdown, the
numbers are a tribute to the hard work and dedication of teachers and parents.
Science Talent Search is a particularly rewarding experience for both students and teachers. It requires
commitment and hard work from all parties, but almost inevitably it leads to great rewards at the end.
This year due to changes in the entry selection criteria and process, the STS Experimental Research and
Inventions Coordinators along with the STS Management nominated 10 outstanding projects to enter the
National BHP Foundation Science and Engineering Awards. This provides an additional opportunity for our
Science Talent Search students to develop their science skills. Selected finalists and/or winners of the
BHPFSEA entrants will have an opportunity to participate in the virtual Regeneron ISEF in 2021.
As always, the STS committee requires new members for 2021 to replace those who are retiring. If you are
interested in contributing to the running of STS please contact STAV by email (sts@stav.vic.edu.au). The
competition relies almost solely on volunteers to operate.
Leonie Lang
STS Co-Director

Diamond Sponsors of Science Talent Search
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Science Talent Search
2021 Theme:

Food: Different by Design

Dates for 2021:
Upcoming
Opening of registration – online: 26th February
2021

Science Talent Search
Professional Development Kit

Free

Close of registration – online: 28th May 2021
Schools Pack 1 – to be emailed and e-accessible
by week of: 14th June 2021
Online submission of Country, Research and
Writing entries due: 18th July 2021
Judging Day: 7th August 2021
Schools Pack 2 – e-accessible by: 20th August
2021
Schools Pack 3 – to arrive in schools week of: 4th
October 2021

Exhibition and Presentation Day
Exhibition and Presentation Day (TBC)
Dates may be subject to change due to restrictions
or other circumstances.
Check the Science Talent Search website for
information about the competition

www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts

National Science Week

14 to 22 August 2021
The school theme for National Science Week
2021 will be Food: Different by Design. It will
honor the United Nations International Year
of Fruits and Vegetables and the International
Year of Creative Economy for Sustainable
Development.
Further details at www.scienceweek.net.au/
8
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Order your copy now!
This kit aims to encourage teachers who are inexperienced
in conducting STS to enter the competition. It contains useful
hints on how to successfully implement STS in your school.

How to order
Just send through a request for the STS PD Kit, to the below
email and an electronic copy will be forwarded to you.
sts@stav.vic.edu.au
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Start your journey
with a lower rate

5.29%p.a. 5.56% p.a.
Promotional Variable
Interest Rate

Comparison Rate1

Find out more
bankfirst.com.au
1300 654 822

Interest Rate effective 1 November 2020 and subject to
change. Credit and qualifying criteria applies. Apply by 30 June
2021 and fund by 31 July 2021. We may amend or withdraw
offer at any time. 1. Comparison rate calculated on a secured
loan amount of $30,000 for a term of 5 years. WARNING:
This comparison rate is true only for the example given and
may not include all fees and charges. Different terms, fees
and other loan amounts might result in a different comparison
rate. Fees and charges apply. Terms and Conditions
available upon request. Victoria Teachers Limited ABN 44
087 651 769, Australian Credit Licence Number 240 960.
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CALL FOR PHOTOS and
DOCUMENTS FOR STAV ARCHIVES
Currently a History
Celebrating STAV’s 75 year history is being written.

If you have any old photos taken at any STAV events or documents
that record any aspect of STAV’s work that we may copy and include in
STAV’s historical archives please contact either:

Rod Fawns at rafawns@unimelb.edu.au
or
Dick Gunstone at richard.gunstone@monash.edu
and we will call you back as soon as possible.

The donors of any such materials will be acknowledged with
the items in the archives.

STAV History Working Party

From Left to Right. Don Hyatt, Mark Learmonth,
Richard Gunstone, Alexandra Abela, Rod Fawns and Robert Roe

10

Contact • Vol 35 No 11 • December 2020

Newsletter of The Science Teachers’ Association of Victoria Inc.

STAV Goals
‘Advancing Science Education’

Vision
Is to develop a science community growing together through collaboration, professional
learning supported by conferences, workshops and events, partnerships with industry and
the wider community through STEM and other innovations.”

Mission
To represent and advance the collective voice of science educators that will shape and
influence policy in all aspects relating to science education. We are committed to offering a
range of resources and services that will promote quality science teaching and learning.
We provide opportunities for all students to become inspired, engaged and excel in activities
that promote scientific literacy including: Science Talent Search, Science Drama and BHP
Foundation Science and Engineering Awards.

Contact Advertising Deadlines
February

29 January 2021

August

26 July 2021

March

22 February 2021

September

30 August 2021

April

29 March 2021

October

27 September 2021

May

26 April 2021

November

25 October 2021

June

24 May 2021

December

29 November 2021

July

28 June 2021

For more advertising details go to https://stav.org.au/publications/
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