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Conferences and Events
2020 VCE Conferences- Book Now 
Biology - Tuesday 11th of February 2020  
La Trobe University, Bundoora 
Chemistry - Wednesday 12th of February 2020  
La Trobe University, Bundoora 
Physics - Friday 14th of February 2020 
La Trobe University, Bundoora  
Delegates Book here - 
www.sciencevictoria.com.au/confVCE.html 
Exhibitors Book here - 
www.sciencevictoria.com.au/exhibitors.html

Psychology Workshop  
22 May 2020, more details soon. 

Science Leaders Conference  
12 June 2020, more details soon. 

STEM Conference (Metro)  
28 August 2020, more details soon. 

Regional STEM Conference Wangaratta 
11 September 2020, more details soon. 

Science Talent Search  
Exhibition Day will be 26 October 2020.(TBC) 
Theme is: Deep Blue: innovations for the future 
of our oceans. 
Further details are on page 4.

STAVCON  
27 November 2020, more details soon. 

STAV is on Facebook Join STAV on Twitter

Trial Exams - Order Now
Semester 1 2020 Trial Exams 
Order now for delivery by 21 April.  
Order form available now on page 10  
or download from the website: 
www.sciencevictoria.com.au/stavpublishing/
trialExams.html

Contact enquiries
For enquiries about Contact newsletter including advertising opportunities please contact the STAV 
Publications Officer phone: (03) 9385 3903 or email: publications@stav.vic.edu.au
Please ensure a current email address is on file at STAV so you will receive your link to the newsletter.

http://www.scienceweek.net.au/
http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/confVCE.html
http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/exhibitors.html
http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/stavpublishing/trialExams.html
http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/stavpublishing/trialExams.html
mailto:publications@stav.vic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/ScienceTeachersAssociationVictoria/
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2020 STAV Council
Alexandra Abela 
President, ASTA Board 
Member, Penleigh and Essendon 
Grammar School  
president@stav.vic.edu.au 

Joanna Alexander 
Vice President, Blackburn High 
School

Soula Bennett 
Immediate Past President, 
Treasurer, Quantum Victoria

Dale Carroll
Councillor, The Geelong College

Adele Hudson
Councillor, Aitken College

Alyce Holland
Honorary Secretary, Yarrawonga 
College (P-12)

Jacinta Huntsman
Councillor, Ruyton Girls’ School

Georgia Lumb 
Councillor, Canterbury Girls’ 
Secondary College

Yuvadee Patchon 
Councillor, Quantum Victoria

Michael Rosenbrock 
Councillor, Wodonga Senior 
Secondary College

Fiona Trapani 
Councillor, Editor LabTalk, Penola 
Catholic College

STAV Contacts
STS Management
Josie Crisara
Aitken College
jcrisara@aitkencollege.edu.au

Leonie Lang 
Science Educator 
leonielang@optusnet.com.au

Mary Donaghy
c/- sts@stav.vic.edu.au

David Trotter 
c/- sts@stav.vic.edu.au

Matthew Story
Hazel Glen College
mstory@hazelglencollege.com

STAV Journal Editors
LabTalk  
Fiona Trapani 
Mercy College 
ftrap@netspace.net.au

Let’s Find Out 
Matthew Bliss  
matthew.bliss@ 
quantumvictoria.vic.edu.au  
and  
Mahaelia Thavarajah 
mahaelia.thavarajah@
quantumvictoria.vic.edu.au

Life Members
David Cohen
Rod Fawns

Dick Gunstone
Mark Learmonth

David Trotter
Robert Roe

STAV Business Centre
Anne Heard
Receptionist
Phone: 9385 3999
stav@stav.vic.edu.au

Violet Zarce
Accounts Officer
Phone: 9385 3908
payments@stav.vic.edu.au

Natalija Borizovski
Office Administrator 
Phone: 9385 3904 
admin@stav.vic.edu.au

STAV Publishing
Phone: 9385 3904
admin@stav.vic.edu.au

Publications 
Phone: 9385 3903
publications@stav.vic.edu.au

Vince Conserva
Events Coordinator for STAV 
conferences 
projects@stav.vic.edu.au

Science Victoria
Science Victoria hosts professional 
development activities on behalf of 
the Science Teachers’ Association of 
Victoria Inc. (STAV)

mailto:president@stav.vic.edu.au
mailto:jcrisara@aitkencollege.edu.au
mailto:leonielang@optusnet.com.au
mailto:sts@stav.vic.edu.au
mailto:awilliams@plc.vic.edu.au
mailto:mstory@hazelglencollege.com
mailto:ftrap@netspace.net.au
http://quantumvictoria.vic.edu.au
mailto:mahaelia.thavarajah@quantumvictoria.vic.edu.au
mailto:mahaelia.thavarajah@quantumvictoria.vic.edu.au
mailto:stav@stav.vic.edu.au
mailto:payments@stav.vic.edu.au
mailto:admin@stav.vic.edu.au
mailto:admin@stav.vic.edu.au
mailto:publications@stav.vic.edu.au
mailto:projects@stav.vic.edu.au
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  President’s Report

Greetings to all STAV Members, whether 
you are a returning member or new to 
the organization. I welcome you back to 
a new school year and I hope that 2020 
will be a rich and rewarding one for you 

and all within your school communities.

It is with pride and enthusiasm that I write to you as 
STAV President, twenty seven years after first joining 
STAV as student teacher. I joined on the advice of 
inspirational teacher-educators and mentors at 
the time, all of whom were influential in shaping 
the profession, and most of whom continue to 
actively champion teacher voice and agency. I hope 
to continue their fine legacy of advocacy and the 
advancement of Science education.

In this edition of Contact, I proudly introduce you 
to your Council. I also provide  you with snippets of 
current issues being addressed by Council and news 
of upcoming events.

I look forward to meeting you throughout the 
course of the year and also to updating you on STAV 
membership matters and initiatives . Please know 
that I value your input, reflections and suggestions, 
and I encourage you to contact me at any time to 
discuss matters of importance and interest to you: 
president@stav.vic.edu.au

STAV Council and the STAV Secretariat Update
Over the January break, STAV Council and its staff 
has been working tirelessly behind the scenes to 
review the year that was 2019 and to enact STAV’s 
vision and mission for 2020. Whilst Council continues 
to oversee STAV’s core business and operations, 
a number of focus groups have been established. 
These focus groups are chaired by STAV Councilors 
and STAV Life Members and include such areas of 
Regional and Rural Engagement; Retired Science 
Teachers’ Network; Beginning Science Teachers’ 
Network; Laboratory Technicians’ Network; and 
Professional Learning & Innovation in Education.

Membership of these working parties is open to 
STAV Individual Members. Places are filling quickly, 
with some already at optimal numbers. If you are 
interested in contributing to a working party, please 
email me your expression of interest at president@
stav.vic.edu.au

STAV’s support of school communities affected by 
the 2019-2020 Victorian bushfires.
In mid-January, I wrote to the mayors of the bushfire-
affected Shires of East Gippsland, Indigo, Alpine and 
Towong and the Councils of Wangaratta City and 
the City of Wodonga. My letters, on behalf of STAV 
Council and STAV’s members, offer STAV’s solidarity 
and support to all affected school communities 
across the Victoria. Many of the Councils have written 
back and some have referred our offer of support to 
their respective Bushfire Recovery Directorates for 
their consideration. I will keep individual and school 
members posted of any requests made in due course. 

On a not unrelated matter, STAV Councillor Michael 
Rosenbrock is heading up STAV’s position on Climate 
Change, drafting a public Climate Emergency 
Declaration and an accompanying action for STAV 
Council’s consideration. Council looks forward to 
consulting with STAV membership on this vital matter.

National Science Week
The school theme of National Science 2020 is ‘Deep 
Blue: innovations for the future of our oceans’.  
This theme is inspired by the new Blue Economy 
CRC and will embrace the innovative technologies, 
capabilities and skills needed to achieve economic, 
environmental and social sustainability of our oceans. 
It will feature insights and inquiries into workable 
solutions that generate healthy oceans, healthy 
economies and healthy communities. 

For more information, please see the links below:

https://www.scienceweek.net.au/schools/

https://blueeconomycrc.com.au/

Science Talent Search 
The Science Talent Search website has been updated 
with the latest information and the 2020 Handbook 
can now be downloaded: http://www.sciencevictoria.
com.au/sts/documents/STShandbook.online2020.
pdf

For additional information on entering or volunteering 
for Science Talent Search, please contact STS 
Coordinator, Janice Teng: sts@stav.vic.edu.au

Continued on the next page

mailto:president@stav.vic.edu.au
mailto:president@stav.vic.edu.au
mailto:president@stav.vic.edu.au
https://www.scienceweek.net.au/schools/
https://blueeconomycrc.com.au/
http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts/documents/STShandbook.online2020.pdf
http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts/documents/STShandbook.online2020.pdf
http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts/documents/STShandbook.online2020.pdf
mailto:sts@stav.vic.edu.au
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President’s Report Continued

Regional STEM Conference Wangaratta - New
STAV, in collaboration with partner schools and 
Charles Sturt University, will be conducting a regional 
conference in Wangaratta on Friday 11 September 
2020.  This conference will provide schools across 
the region with access to leaders in the fields of 
science and STEM education. Registrations will open 
mid-year and STAV individual members will have 
access to discounted conference rates. 

Upcoming VCE Conferences: A reminder to register

VCE Biology Conference, Tuesday 11 February 
2020
Keynote address: Dr. Nicholas Veldhuis, PhD Joint 
Group Leader – Integrated Neurogenic Mechanisms 
Lab, Monash Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences 
VCAA Update: Erin Wilson
https://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/confVCE.html

VCE Chemistry Conference, Wednesday 12 
February 2020
Keynote address: Dr John Quinn, Australian Research 
Council Future Fellow, Monash University Institute of 
Pharmaceutical Sciences.
VCAA Update: Maria James
https://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/confVCE.html

VCE Physics Conference, Friday 14 February 2020
Keynote address: Dr Kaye Morgan, ARC Future 
Fellow, School of Physics and Astronomy, Monash 
University
VCAA Update: Maria James
https://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/confVCE.html

STAV Council 2020: Meet Your Council

Alexandra Abela
Alex assumes the role of STAV President in 2020. 
Since first joining Councl in 2001, she has served  
on Executive as Honorary Secretary, Vice President 
and President Elect. She has held a variety of 
leadership positions in Science education throughout 
her teaching career; she is a curriculum expert and 
has presented and advised on such matters at a 
local, national and international level. Alex is STAV’s 
representative on the board of the Australian Science 
Teachers Association, and she is active as a member 
of advisory panels and working groups. Above 
all, Alex is a passionate teacher of students of 
Science. Alex is a chartered Chemist and teaches 

VCE Chemistry at Penleigh and Essendon Grammar 
School. 

Joanna Alexander
Joanna has been an active member of the STAV 
Council and Executive since 2008, undertaking the 
roles of STAV Vice President and STAV Treasurer. 
She has contributed to science education at both 
a State and National level. Joanna has held many 
senior leadership roles in schools with over 10 years 
as a Principal Class member. Her undergraduate 
studies involved Chemistry and Mathematics, this 
was followed by the study of Japanese and a Masters 
of Education. She has maintained a strong passion 
for STEM education and in making science more 
inclusive. 

Soula Bennett
Soula is the founding Director of Quantum Victoria 
and Immediate Past President of STAV, a position she 
held for the past 12 years. She brings 30 years of 
leadership and teaching experience in the Physical 
Sciences and Mathematics. Soula is a system leader 
and thinker and has been invited on Advisory Boards 
of Australian Research Council Centres including, 
The ARC Centre of Excellence in Free Radical 
Chemistry and Biotechnology and CAASTRO. Soula 
contributes to STEM education policy both nationally 
and internationally.

Dale Carroll
Dale has been a Science Technician for over 40 
years. A member of the laboratory technicians 
committee for many years. He has been a 
representative of SETA (Science Education 
Technicians Australia) group since its inception in 
2001. SETA was the main driver, along with ASTA 
to establish Science ASSIST. He was one panel of 
the “expert” panel when Science ASSIST started 
up, answering questions and providing resources. 
Through his work with STAV, Dale is looking forward 
to helping encourage the “team” environment in 
science departments, with technicians and teachers 
working together towards the common goal of 
developing questioning, knowledgeable science 
students. Dale chairs STAV’s Laboratory Technicians 
Focus Group.

Alyce Holland 
Alyce is new to STAV Council in 2020. She teaches 
Year 5 at Yarrawonga College P-12 and is in her 5th 

https://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/confVCE.html
https://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/confVCE.html
https://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/confVCE.html
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President’s Report Continued
year of teaching in schools. She is currently trying 
to “infect” a new batch of primary students (and 
teachers) with her love of all things Science. 
Alyce joined STAV to continue to grow her 
professional networks and promote the sharing of 
professional knowledge across the country. She is a 
STEM X Alumna, is STAV’s Honorary Secretary and 
chairs STAV’s regional and rural engagement focus 
group. 

Adele Hudson
Adele Hudson is Head of Science at Aitken College 
and currently teaches middle school science, 
and senior chemistry and physics. Coming from a 
background in research, Adele is passionate about 
providing students with opportunities to engage 
in open-ended investigations; finding that when 
students learn through exploration and discovery, 
this engenders in them a love of learning. She has 
also found that this type of learning strengthens 
students’ skills in working collaboratively, solving 
problems, thinking critically about data, and utilising 
technology. As part of promoting the importance 
of science in students’ futures, she facilitates 
numerous extracurricular STEM programs where 
students are drivers of the projects. One of these 
programs, EngGirls, is a program that aims to 
increase girl’s awareness of STEM careers. Adele 
chairs STAV’s Professional Learning Focus Group.

Jacinta Huntsman
Jacinta is a Science teacher at Ruyton Girls’ School, 
specialising in senior Psychology. She also holds 
the position of Sustainability manager within the 
school. Her teaching focus has always been to 
motivate, challenge & extend students in their 
learning and she harbours a strong desire for lifelong 
learning which is what sparked her interest in joining 
the STAV council three years ago. Jacinta was named 
one of the teachers of the year in 2018; she is the 
Psychology liaison for Melbourne Museum; a VCAA 
Psychology Examination marker and in 2018 she 
attended Project Zero at the Harvard Graduate 
School of Education.

Georgia Lumb
Georgia is entering her fifth year as a secondary 
science teacher at Canterbury Girls’ Secondary 
College. Georgia absolutely loves teaching and is 
particularly passionate about senior Biology and 
girls’ education. She has been involved with STAV 

since her first year of teaching, through the Science 
Talent Search and STAV professional learning 
opportunities. She later became a member as she 
became increasingly aware of the wonderful work 
that STAV does for the science teaching community 
and subsequently joined council in 2019. In 2020, 
Georgia is convening STAV’s Deep Blue Student 
and Teacher Summit; and she is chair of STAV’s 
Beginning Science Teachers’ Network.

Yuvadee Patchon
Yuvadee has over 25 years’ experience as a 
Laboratory Technician across both the University and 
School sectors and managers the Lab at Quantum 
Victoria. Yuvadee also facilitates the delivery of 
student programs. Yuvadee has been a member of 
STAV Council for 12 years.

Michael Rosenbrock
Michael has a background in Aerospace and 
Automotive Engineering and has worked in both 
metro and regional schools. He is currently the 
Assistant Principal for Curriculum and a passionate 
teacher of Physics, Science, Mathematics and 
Multimedia at Wodonga Senior Secondary College in 
regional Victoria. Michael is a passionate advocate 
for STEM education, rural and regional schools, 
and the role of science in addressing the great 
challenges that our society faces now and into the 
future.

Fiona Trapani
Fiona has been a teacher of secondary science, 
STEM, VCE Biology and VCE Psychology over the 
last 23 years. During this time she also taught 
pre-service Biology and Science teachers at the 
Melbourne Graduate School of Education. Fiona 
currently teaches Science at Penola Catholic 
College. She has been a STAV Councillor, editor of 
LabTalk (STAV Publishing) and editor of Teaching 
Science (ASTA) for the past two years. Fiona’s 
reasons for returing to STAV Council include her 
passion for supporting science teachers to provide 
the best range of learning experiences for their 
students. She believes that the daily best practice 
of teachers should be shared and this is enabled 
through LabTalk and the wide number of workshops 
and conferences offered by STAV.

Alexandra Abela, 

STAV President
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STS Report
The theme for 2020 Science Talent 
Search is: ‘Deep Blue: innovations for the 
future of our oceans’.

Registration opens on Monday February 
24 and the closing date is Monday May 

25.  Topics for Creative Writing and Posters are on the 
website: www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts.

The Public Judging Day is Saturday August 8 and 
Exhibition and Presentation Day will be Monday 
October 26. All entry is by online registration. 
Instructions for online entry are on the STAV website 
www.stav.vic.edu.au/home/studentactivities.sts.

The 2020 Handbook is available in hardcopy from 
early February and will be sent to all individual 
members and school subscribers; there is also an 
online version on the STS section of the STAV website. 
Schools who entered the competition in 2019 will 
also receive a copy in the mail.

Please read the handbook carefully even if you 
have entered the competition for many years. Each 
year changes are made to some competition rules 
or section guidelines and your students may be 
disadvantaged if you haven’t kept yourself up to date 
with changes.

The partnership between Science Talent Search 
and BHP Foundation which enabled students who 
won major bursaries for Experimental Research 
or Inventions to enter their project into the BHP 
Foundation Science and Engineering Awards will 
continue in 2020. Students who wish to enter the 
BHP Foundation Science and Engineering Awards will 
need to enter through STS. More information is on 
their website www.scienceawards.org.au 

Diamond Sponsors of Science Talent Search 

Victorian teacher selected as a 
finalist for BHP Foundation Science 
and Engineering Awards
Matthew Story from Hazel Glen College, Victoria 
has been selected as a finalist for Australia's 
most prestigious school science and engineering 
awards.

The BHP Foundation Science and Engineering 
Awards are a partnership between CSIRO, BHP 
Foundation and the Australian Science Teachers 
Association (ASTA), recognising the best and 
brightest student researchers and innovators, 
and teachers who make an outstanding 
contribution to science education in Australia. 
#STEMawards2020 

For more information about the awards go to 
www.scienceawards.org.au

Teachers who have not entered their students in 
STS before and are looking for ideas to get started 
should contact Janice Teng at STAV. There is a PD 
resource available or it may be possible to arrange a 
school visit.

As always, the STS committee needs new members 
for 2020 to replace those who are retiring. There 
are 6 committee meetings each year, plus Judging 
day in August and Presentation day in October. If you 
would like to join us and contribute to the running of 
STS please contact Janice Teng at STAV: Phone 9385 
3999; email: sts@stav.vic.edu.au 

Leonie Lang, 

STS Management

http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts
http://www.stav.vic.edu.au/home/studentactivities.sts
http://www.scienceawards.org.au
http://www.scienceawards.org.au
mailto:sts@stav.vic.edu.au
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Conference Information

Register Online
Or Contact the STAV business centre:  

Phone: 9385 3999 • email: stav@stav.vic.edu.au
For all conference/PD information including programs and online registration check the  

Science Victoria website approximately 6 – 8 weeks prior to each conference.

www.sciencevictoria.com.au/conferences.html

2020 VCE Conferences
Biology - Tuesday 11th of February 2020  
La Trobe University, Bundoora

Chemistry - Wednesday 12th of February 2020  
La Trobe University, Bundoora

Physics - Friday 14th of February 2020 
La Trobe University, Bundoora 
Conference rates

CEA member (Chemistry) .....................................$192

STAV Individual member ......................................$192

STAV School Subscriber .........................................$310

Non STAV member ..................................................$336

Full time Student Consession ............................... $78

Retired Teacher ........................................................... $78

Delegates Book Now 
www.sciencevictoria.com.au/confVCE.html  
Exhibitors Book Now 
www.sciencevictoria.com.au/exhibitors.html

Science Talent Search
2020 Theme:  
Deep Blue: innovations for the future of 
our oceans

Dates for 2020:
Upcoming

Online entry registration opens - Monday 24 
February

Entry registration closes - Monday 25 May

Schools Pack 1 - 9 June

Judging Day - Saturday 8 August 
           Sunday 9 August (Posters) TBC

Schools Pack 2 - 18 August (email correspondence) 

Schools Pack 3 - 5 October

Exhibition and Presentation Day 
26 October 2020

Check the Science Talent Search website for 
information about the competition 

www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts

Experimental Research, Creative Writing and 
Country entries -  
Electronic submission by 19 July

Country: Posters & Photography Physically 
posted to STAV by 17 July

mailto:stav@stav.vic.edu.au
www.sciencevictoria.com.au/conferences.html
http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/confVCE.html
http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/exhibitors.html
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VCE Trial exam papers
STAV Publishing produces VCE trial exams for:

Units 1, 2 & 3 Unit 3 & 4 combined
Physics Physics
Chemistry Chemistry
Biology Biology
Psychology Psychology
Costs Costs
Papers $8.80;  Papers $10.70; 
Solutions $6.50 Solutions $7.60

Plus postage and handling.
How to order
Download an order form at: 
www.sciencevictoria.com.au/stavpublishing/
trialExams.html
or
STAV Publishing 
Phone: 03 9385 3999 
Email: admin@stav.vic.edu.au
Past Trial Exams are also available.

Past Trial Exam CDs
Create your own mix of past exams from any 
combination of the following:
2013 – 2019
Biology Units 1 – 4 
Chemistry Units 1 – 4 
Physics Units 1 – 4
Psychology Units 1 – 4

Questions and solutions are in Adobe Acrobat 
pdf format. Files can be delivered via your school 
intranet, saved to hard drive or printed. Copy and 
paste prohibited.

Price: $20 per exam.

Choose as many exams as you want, in any 
combination you want.

Order form available at  
www.sciencevictoria.com.au/stavpublishing/
trialExams.html

or contact STAV for an order form: 
STAV Publishing 
Phone: 03 9385 3999 
Email: admin@stav.vic.edu.au

Labtech list
The Labtech list has been set up by STAV as a 
discussion forum where Laboratory Technicians 
can exchange information, share ideas and seek 
advice.
We ask science coordinators to encourage their 
Laboratory Technicians to become a member of 
Labtech and participate in the discussion group.
It is free to join. Go to the Science Victoria website 
for more information: 
www.sciencevictoria.com.au/labtech.html

New Members
Welcome to the following new individual members 
of STAV:

Kim Mosbach

Toni Cox

Ryan Noye

Sarah Chuck

Samantha Evangelista

Lauren DeBomford

Emi McCrae

STAV Membership
STAV Individual Membership fees:
Individual Primary $125 
Individual Secondary  $140 
Individual both Primary/Secondary $175 
Laboratory Technicians $105
The subscription of a member ceases to be effective 
if payment is not received prior to or on the date 
of renewal, as a result, membership and all rights 
pertaining thereto will lapse. Upon payment of all 
arrears, membership will resume from the date of 
payment.

How to join STAV
Download a form from our website  
www.stav.org.au/html/membership.html
You can also join online from this site.
Alternatively, contact the STAV office for more 
information: 03 9385 3999

http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/stavpublishing/trialExams.html
http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/stavpublishing/trialExams.html
mailto:admin@stav.vic.edu.au
http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/stavpublishing/trialExams.html
http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/stavpublishing/trialExams.html
mailto:admin@stav.vic.edu.au
www.sciencevictoria.com.au/labtech.html
www.stav.org.au/html/membership.html


Contact • Vol 35 No 1 • February 2020        9   

Contact  February 2020

Get inspired, at this 
exciting, first-of-its kind 
digital education space 
that offers innovative and 
co-creative workshops  
for students of all ages.

In a range of workshops, 
students can explore  
the history of storytelling  
by designing future tech; 
communicate messages about 
climate change through data 
visualisation, or explore 
documentary filmmaking  
about our changing Earth.

To find out more  
museumsvictoria.com.au/learning 
or call 8341 7767 to book.
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Science Teachers’ Association of Victoria Inc.

2020 VCE Conference Series
VCE Biology - Tuesday 11 February, 2020 at La Trobe University, Bundoora
• Keynote Address: Signalling from the inside out: a new understanding of receptor signalling in neurons - 

Nicholas Veldhuis, PhD, Joint Group Leader – Integrated Neurogenic Mechanisms Lab
• Planning school-assessed coursework for teachers new to VCE Biology - Erin Wilson, VCAA
• Use real-world case studies in your teaching - Dr Frazer Thorpe, Zoos Victoria 
• Genomics in Schools- preparing the next generation - Ms Keri Pereira, Genetic Support Network of Vic 

VCE Chemistry - Wednesday 12 February, 2020 at La Trobe University, Bundoora 
• Keynote Address: Hydrogen sulphide  - Dr John Quinn, Australian Research Council Future Fellow at 

Monash Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences
• Making the ‘invisible’ sub-microscopic world of Chemistry ‘visible’ to students - Dr Katherine Putman, 

Ivanhoe Girls’ Grammar School 
• Making connections in VCE Chemistry - Dr Adele Hudson, Aitken College
• Situating sustainable chemistry in teaching and learning with systems thinking - Dr Seamus Delaney, 

Deakin University

VCE Physics - Friday 14 and Saturday 15 February, 2020 at La Trobe University, Bundoora
• Keynote Address: Light and Shade: revolutionizing medical imaging by exploring the wave nature of light - 

Dr Kaye Morgan, Monash University
• Student Agency: Voice and Choice in Unit 2 AOS 2 and 3 - Mrs Helen McDonald, Berwick Grammar School 
• Using Mathematica - Brian Stokes, Monash University
• Relativity in Newtonian Mechanics - Theo Hughes, Monash University, Clayton Campus 
• Opportunities in developing a revised VCE Physics study design? Have your say! - Maria James, VCAA 

Further information including Registration 
For programs and registration information for the 2020 VCE Conference series please access the Science Victoria 
website at www.sciencevictoria.com.au/confVCE.html
You will be able to view online or download, all the conference programs and the registration forms.
Check the Science Victoria website for information updates.

Phone: (03) 9385 3999 • Email: stav@stav.vic.edu.au • Website: www.sciencevictoria.com.au

REGISTER

NOW

http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/confVCE.html
mailto:stav@stav.vic.edu.au
http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au
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Science Talent Search 
Professional Development Kit

Free
Order your copy now!

This kit aims to encourage teachers who are inexperienced 
in conducting STS to enter the competition. It contains useful 
hints on how to successfully implement STS in your school.  

How to order
Just send through a request for the STS PD Kit,  to the below 
email and an electronic copy will be forwarded to you.
sts@stav.vic.edu.au

Do you want to sell a 
science related product  or 
promote a science event?

Advertising is available in STAV Publications 
which are distributed to science teachers and 
organisations throughout Victoria.

STAV has 3 publications: 

• CONTACT - monthly newsletter (email only)  
• Let’s Find Out - primary science journal   
• LabTalk - secondary science journal

You can book an advert. Adverts can be quarter, 
half or full page adverts. You can also send PDF 
documents that can be added to Contact as 
insert style advertising.

For further information regarding advertising 
bookings, rates and timelines,  

please contact the STAV on  
(03) 9385 3999 or  

email: admin@stav.vic.edu.au

NEW
BOOK

Forceful Experiences
Colouring Newton’s Laws of Motion

By Christina Hart

This resource, for teachers and students of general science at the 
junior high school level, introduces Newton's Laws of motion at a 
qualitative level. 'Forceful Experiences' takes students' experiences 
of motion as a starting point, and guides them to construct a more 
powerful framework for understanding their everyday world. The 
approach also provides a secure foundation for those students 
who will go on to study physics at a more advanced, mathematical 
level. Features include: Short summaries of the main conceptual 
points are provided at the end of each chapter. There are frequent 
opportunities for students to 'Pause for thought' and engage with 
the ideas they have encountered. These can be set as homework 
activities and used for small group discussions. At strategic points 
students are challenged to demonstrate what they have learned. 
Teachers can use these tasks as a basis for formative and/or 
summative assessment. An accompanying web page provides 
supporting materials for teachers and students. 

Price: $15.00 plus 
$18.00 postage & 
handling 

To order: email  
admin@stav.vic.edu.au

mailto:sts@stav.vic.edu.au
mailto:publications@stav.vic.edu.au
mailto:admin@stav.vic.edu.au
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STAV Goals
‘Advancing Science Education’

Vision
Is to develop a science community growing together through collaboration, professional 
learning supported by conferences, workshops and events, partnerships with industry and 
the wider community through STEM and other innovations.”

Mission
To represent and advance the collective voice of science educators that will shape and 
influence policy in all aspects relating to science education. We are committed to offering a 
range of resources and services that will promote quality science teaching and learning.   
We provide opportunities for all students to become inspired, engaged and excel in activities 
that promote scientific literacy including: Science Talent Search, Science Drama and BHP 
Foundation Science and Engineering Awards.

Contact Advertising Deadlines

For more advertising details go to www.stav.org.au/html/advertising.html

February  24 January 2020
March  21 February 2020
April  24 March 2020
May  24 April 2020
June  25 May 2020
July  26 June 2020

August  27 July 2020
September  24 August 2020
October  28 September 2020
November  26 October 2020
December  27 November 2020
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