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STAV is on Facebook

Join STAV on Twitter

Conferences and Events

Trial Exams - Order Now

2020 STAV STEM Conferences and
LabTech Conference Online

Semester 2 2020 Trial Exams

Theme: Advancing STEM Education for All
Asynchronous sessions available from Friday
28 August
Synchronous sessions available on Friday 11
September and Friday 9 October.
Keynotes:
• Dr Amanda Caples, Victoria’s Lead Scientist
• Krystal De Napoli, Indigenous Astronomer
Monash University
• Dr Noel Cogan, Molecular Genetics
Genomics and Cellular Sciences, Agriculture
Victoria Research
Registrations Open Soon

2020 STAVCON Conference

Theme: STAVCON 2020: A Vision for The Future
Date: Friday 27 November
Venue: La Trobe University
Keynote: Lisa Harvey-Smith (WiSTEM
Ambassador)

Order form available now on page 9
or download from the website:
www.sciencevictoria.com.au/stavpublishing/
trialExams.html
Or find the form on page 17 of Contact

National Science Week

15 to 23 August 2020
Further details at www.scienceweek.net.au/

Science Talent Search

Exhibition Day will be 4 November 2020
Further details are on page 4 and 5.

Science Leaders Conference
Postponed to early 2021

STAV VCE Psychology Workshop
Postponed to 2021

Contact enquiries
For enquiries about Contact newsletter including advertising opportunities please contact the STAV
Publications Officer phone: (03) 9385 3903 or email: publications@stav.vic.edu.au
Please ensure a current email address is on file at STAV so you will receive your link to the newsletter.
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Ruyton Girls’ School
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STAV Publishing
Phone: 9385 3904
admin@stav.vic.edu.au

Alyce Holland,

Matthew Story

Publications
Phone: 9385 3903
publications@stav.vic.edu.au

STAV Honorary Secretary,
Regional & Rural Engagement
Convener
Yarrawonga College (P-12)

Georgia Lumb

Beginning Science Teachers’
Convener
Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College

Dr. Robert Roe
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Let’s Find Out

Matthew Bliss
matthew.bliss@
quantumvictoria.vic.edu.au
and
Mahaelia Thavarajah
mahaelia.thavarajah@
quantumvictoria.vic.edu.au

Events Coordinator for STAV
conferences
projects@stav.vic.edu.au

Science Victoria
Science Victoria hosts professional
development activities on behalf of
the Science Teachers’ Association of
Victoria Inc. (STAV)

Life Members
David Cohen
Rod Fawns
Dick Gunstone
Mark Learmonth
David Trotter
Robert Roe
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VCE Trial exam papers

New Members
Welcome to the following new individual members
of STAV:
Ian Adams
Victoria Millar
Le Nha Phuong Dang

STAV Publishing produces VCE trial exams for:
Unit 2, Unit 3 & 4 Trial
Exam Bundles (Year 11 &
Year 12)
$160 per subject or
$600 for all 4 subjects

Now
avail
elect able
ronic
ally

Unit 2 Trial Exam
Bundles (Year 11 only)
$80 per subject or $285 for all
4 subjects

How to join STAV

How to order

Download a form from our website
www.stav.org.au/html/membership.html
You can also join online from this site.
Alternatively, contact the STAV office for more
information: 03 9385 3999

Download an order form at:
www.sciencevictoria.com.au/stavpublishing/
trialExams.html
Phone: 03 9385 3999 • Email:
admin@stav.vic.edu.au

STAV Membership
STAV Individual Membership fees:
Individual Primary
Individual Secondary
Individual both Primary/Secondary
Laboratory Technicians

$125
$140
$175
$105

The subscription of a member ceases to be effective
if payment is not received prior to or on the date
of renewal, as a result, membership and all rights
pertaining thereto will lapse. Upon payment of all
arrears, membership will resume from the date of
payment.

Labtech list
The Labtech list has been set up by STAV as a
discussion forum where Laboratory Technicians
can exchange information, share ideas and seek
advice.
We ask science coordinators to encourage their
Laboratory Technicians to become a member of
Labtech and participate in the discussion group.
It is free to join. Go to the Science Victoria website
for more information:
www.sciencevictoria.com.au/labtech.html

Past Trial Exam CDs
Create your own mix of past exams from any
combination of the following:
2013 – 2019
Biology Units 1 – 4
Chemistry Units 1 – 4
Physics Units 1 – 4
Psychology Units 1 – 4
Questions and solutions are in Adobe Acrobat
pdf format. Files can be delivered via your school
intranet, saved to hard drive or printed. Copy and
paste prohibited.
Price: $20 per exam.
Choose as many exams as you want, in any
combination you want.
Order form available at
www.sciencevictoria.com.au/stavpublishing/
trialExams.html
or contact STAV for an order form:
STAV Publishing
Phone: 03 9385 3999
Email: admin@stav.vic.edu.au

Contact • Vol 35 No 6 • July 2020

3

Newsletter of The Science Teachers’ Association of Victoria Inc.

President’s Report

		

Review of the Australian Curriculum
On Friday 12 June 2020, Education
Ministers agreed to terms of reference for
the review of the Foundation to Year 10
Australian Curriculum.
In information communicated to STAV, ACARA states
that it has been preparing for this review since
Education Ministers agreed in 2015 that ACARA
undertake a six-year cycle of review of the Australian
Curriculum. In preparing for the review, ACARA has
undertaken a program of research that has included:
comparative studies of the Australian Curriculum
against international curricula; feedback from states
and territories on the effectiveness of the Australian
Curriculum through its annual monitoring process;
and involvement in international research projects
such as the OECD 2030 Future of Education and Skills
project. This work has informed the terms of
reference agreed by Education Ministers.
The focus of the current review will be on content
refinement within the existing structure and
dimensions of the Australian Curriculum. The overall
findings from ACARA’s program of research are that
there is no need, nor support for, a major overhaul
of the F-10 Australian Curriculum, but there is broadbased recognition that the current curriculum needs
refining, updating and ‘decluttering’ to better support
teachers with implementation. ACARA curriculum
officers will lead the review process in each learning
area, engaging subject matter experts and practitioners
as required to assist in the content refinement.  
Consultation
ACARA is using its existing advisory group structures,
as well as establishing new reference groups, as the
formal mechanisms for consultation during the review.
The Science Curriculum Reference Group will comprise
individuals nominated by their states and territories.
ACARA informs us that there will be broad consultation
with all stakeholders throughout the review process,
and the timeline includes two formal windows for open
stakeholder consultation on the proposed changes to
the curriculum content during 2021.
ACARA will review and make any necessary content
refinements to the Australian Curriculum in all learning
areas from Foundation to Year 10 by the end of 2021
and, subject to ministerial approval, publish the next
version of the Australian Curriculum on an improved
website in 2022.
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We are informed that the approach to reviewing the
Australian Curriculum will not be the same as the
approach used to shape and write the initial Australian
Curriculum. ACARA will not be updating any of the
learning area shape papers; they were the guide for
writing the first Australian Curriculum in each learning
area and the shape of each learning area will not
change substantively from this original direction.
The terms of reference for the review and other
relevant information can be found at
https://www.acara.edu.au/curriculum/curriculumreview
This link also leads to a number of fact sheets and FAQs
which may be of interest to STAV individual and school
members.
STAV’s engagement in the process
STAV has committed two STAV Councillors, Alyce
Holland and myself, to the ASTA working groups
which will drive ASTA’s response to the review of the
Australian Curriculum: Science in the primary and
secondary years. Initial feedback will be provided
to ACARA in the coming weeks and this will inform
ACARA’s preparatory work. There will be ongoing
involvement in the review process over the next
12 to 18 months. This will include STAV member
consultation, and your feedback will be of core
importance to the process. I look forward to providing
updates as they come to hand.
STAV Member Survey
STAV Council is in the process of conducting surveys in
order to gather feedback on your member experience.
The early feedback is providing invaluable insights into
members’ expectations and values. If you are yet to do
so, I encourage you to complete the survey relevant
to your membership category, by Friday 17 July 2020.
The data will inform STAV’s current practices and its
strategic planning.
STAV Individual Member Survey Link:
https://forms.gle/MKJPcDtkvzCF5kor5
STAV School Member Survey Link:
https://forms.gle/4WowqFbGFmPru9u18
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President’s
Report continued
		
Professional Learning
Thank you for all your enquiries regarding our
professional learning activities. Every member of STAV
Council has worked tirelessly over recent weeks and
months to advance STAV’s online professional learning
opportunities. To that end, the STAV STEM and LabTech
conferences will be offered online later this term, with
a blend of synchronous and asynchronous sessions
offered over an extended period of time. As practising
teachers, members of STAV Council understand that
teachers need support in the online learning space
and value flexibility around professional learning. The
STAV website is under reconstruction to cater for this.
Registrations will open soon with discounted rates for
individual members. We will keep you informed of
this development via STAV’s networks, email groups
and social media. We hope your schools support our
initiatives.
STAV Publications
Third editions of LabTalk and LFO will be available in
mid-July in the STAV member area. Hard copies will
reach members before the end of the month, barring
postage delays. Although the deadline for copy is Friday
17 July, the upcoming edition of LabTalk has reached
capacity. We are still taking submissions for LFO so if
you know of stories worthy of telling or inspirational
teachers who deserve a tap on the shoulder, please let
us know.
The deadlines for submission of copy for Edition 4 of
LabTalk and LFO are now open, with the submission
date for both being Friday 16 October
publications@stav.vic.edu.au
STAV Member Community Facebook Group
The STAV Members Community Facebook group
continues to go from strength to strength. Admittance
to this group is through provision of your first and last

name and STAV individual membership number when
answering the joining questions. It is a supportive
professional learning community for Primary,
Secondary, Tertiary educator and Laboratory Technician
members. We encourage you to join if you are yet to do
so.
www.facebook.com/groups/STAVmembercommunity
Tributes in times of change
In this edition of CONTACT, we farewell from STAV
Council, Past President Soula Bennett, Joanna
Alexander and Yuvadee Patchon, and we thank them
for their many years of dedicated and distinguished
service to STAV. STAV Council will take the opportunity
to recognise their outstanding contributions further
but, on this occasion, I draw to your attention to
the tribute to Soula Bennett contained within. On
a personal note, I would like to thank Soula for her
support and guidance over the years, and on behalf of
STAV Council and STAV’s members, I wish Soula, Joanna
and Yuvadee every happiness and success in their
future endeavours.
In this edition, we also welcome to STAV Council Dr.
Robert Roe and Dr. Peta White; we acknowledge a
STAV luminary in Josie Crisara OAM on the receipt her
Queen’s Birthday honour; and we pay tribute to Gary
Stopar, past president of STAV (1986-1987), on his
recent sad passing.
Until I write to you next, I wish you all the very best for
your return to school in Term Three, be it onsite or in
the remote learning space.
As always, I encourage you to contact me at any time
to discuss matters of importance and interest to you
president@stav.vic.edu.au .
Thank you for your membership, ongoing support and
engagement with your professional association.
With best wishes,
Alexandra Abela, STAV President
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A STAV luminary receives Queen’s Birthday Honours
Josie Crisara OAM
Josie Crisara was recently honoured with an OAM
(Member in the General Division of the Order of
Australia) in this year’s Queen’s Birthday Honours
list, largely for her contributions to Science Talent
Search (STS). STAV Councillor, Adele Hudson, recently
conducted an interview with Josie who is Chair of the
Science Talent Search Management Committee, longtime member of the Science Teachers’ Association of
Victoria (STAV), a former STAV Councillor and Principal of
Aitken College, Greenvale.
Now in its 69th year, STS is a competition run by the
Science Teachers Association of Victoria for students
from Prep through to Year 12. The competition
encourages students to explore science and technology
themes and to communicate their knowledge in many
ways such as experimental research, models and
inventions, creative writing, photography, posters,
videos, computer programs and games.

In a recent conversation, Josie mentioned to me that
it was Robert Roe who first inspired her to become
involved in STS. Of Robert, she spoke fondly, recounting
the time that he came up to Shepparton from
Melbourne when she was at Goulburn Valley Grammar
School. It was Robert who helped Josie run the regional
STS competition, replete with media coverage. As
Robert inspired Josie, she inspired me as a newcomer
to STS. I vividly recall Josie’s energy and passion when
I attended my first ever STS judging day as a student
teacher. She is now, as she was then, a tour de force.
In her interview with Adele, Josie reflects on her thirty
five-year involvement and in her usual self-effacing
manner, credits the award to all the volunteers; the
educators, sponsors and presenters who give of their
time to run the competition and organise the Exhibition
and Presentation day. I’m sure that all those who have
worked with Josie on STS over the years would say that
she is a source of inspiration to them and that it has
been a privilege to work with her and to learn from her.
Alexandra Abela
STAV President

A conversation with Josie Crisara OAM
Adele: You were recently awarded an Order of Australia
Medal which was largely for volunteering with Science
Talent Search (STS) over 35 years. How did you start
volunteering with STS and how has your role changed
over the years?
Josie: I started volunteering at Science Talent Search
(STS) in my first year of teaching where I helped with
judging and was on the committee. Robert Roe came
to my school in Shepperton to help explain STS and
we ran a regional STS of which there were about 200
entries from as far away as Wodonga and Benalla. Over
the years I have helped with many different sections of
the competition including models and inventions and
then joined the management committee. In my role as
Chair of STS I help coordinate meetings and provide
guidance and direction in collaboration with many
others, whilst also still being involved with coordinating
junior research.
Adele: What are some of the highlights of volunteering
with Science Talent Search?
Josie: It has always been an absolute joy to go along to
the Exhibition and Presentation Days where students
share their knowledge with other students, teachers,
parents and the sponsors. This creates a lot of
excitement and there is also a real buzz when students
receive their bursary awards at the Presentation
6
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ceremonies. I also enjoy listening to presenters in the
field talking to students about science or listening to
the students talk about their enjoyment of their work
and the message that they are trying to get across. Over
the years there has been outstanding work in computer
games and models and amazing experimental
research projects which have gone on to win awards
internationally.
Adele: What are some of the areas that have changed
throughout the years and what are some of the enduring
characteristics about STS?
Josie: In recent years STS has moved from being
paper based to a streamlined IT based competition.
We have also managed to streamline processes so
that the administrative burden has been simplified.
These processes have been documented so that we
can have people join the committee without it being
overwhelming. This year we have also moved judging
to an on-line platform and we are considering virtual
options for the Exhibition and Presentation Day in
response to the COVID pandemic.
Science Talent Search started as a competition to
further science endeavour and encourage young
people to be creative, investigative, and inventive.
STS continues to encompass these values whilst still
providing opportunities for students to build confidence

Contact
and develop their communication skills in a range of
ways. In this way STS was really the forerunner to STEM
and STEAM.
Adele: You mentioned that this award is not about one
person but is really about the many volunteers who
have supported STS over many years. Can you elaborate
on this?
Josie: The award is the collective efforts of a large
number of people who over decades have volunteered
many hours with the aim to engage young people in the
pursuit of science.
The award really goes to all the volunteers (educators,
sponsors, presenters etc.) who volunteer their time to
run the competition and organise the Exhibition and
Presentation day. Over the years I have been privileged
to work with many inspiring people.
Adele: Are there any concluding remarks that you would
like to make?
Josie: I would like to thank the thousands of students
who have entered the competition, the teachers who
volunteer to judge and the many committee members
who each year spend hundreds of hours to make the
competition work.

July 2020

Thank you to STS
project officers, the
STAV presidents
and sponsors who
have supported the
competition. In my
30+ years involvement
with the Science
Talent Search there
have been many
great educators who
have had a significant
influence on this
activity and at the risk
of leaving people out
I acknowledge Robert Roe, Rod Fawns, Graeme Lofts,
John Werry, Peter Martin, Eleanor Gregory, Michael
Sarbinowski, Peter Craig, David Trotter, Ellen Finlay,
Soula Bennett and Janice Teng and there will be many
people from before my time also.
I have been privileged to work with educators in
encouraging the pursuit and understanding of science.
In this, Australia has produced great scientists and
scientific discoveries just by sparking the imagination
and encouraging creativity. This award is a credit to
them.

Soula Bennett A Tribute
STAV members would like to acknowledge the historic
contribution that Soula has made in her 12 years
(2008-2019) as President, an unprecedented tenure,
and more recently as Past President and Treasurer.
Concurrently she has been the Director of Quantum
Victoria and has been STAV’s representative to ASTA
for 13 years.
In Soula’s hands has been not only the management
of the STAV office, financial security and various
important institutional partnerships, but also
publications and the delivery of many conferences
and workshops by which STAV serves the many
collective and diverse professional educational
interests of science teachers engaged at all year
levels, systems and subject specializations.
Soula has been required to raise, represent and
maintain the collective voice of science teachers and
laboratory technicians, in their schools and beyond
to meet the challenge of the strategic management

of human and physical resources to meet pressing
social change. In these difficult times it has never
been more important to maintain STAV’s financial and
intellectual independence.
STAV in its 75th year is an association recognized as
a group of people with common interests, common
problems and common aims, pursued in a spirit of
friendship sufficiently strong to welcome and survive
the challenge of sharp differences, but also the great
opportunities, brought by change. It has never been
an association based on shared knowledge so much
as shared values.
STAV’s future has continued to depend on the huge
personal voluntary investment of time and expertise
by a dedicated few individuals, among whom Soula
can clearly be identified. We all continue to benefit,
finding in STAV a source of guidance, support and
inspiration– a repository of fellowship, shared
knowledge and experience.
Thank you Soula.
Alexandra Abela (STAV President) and
Rod Fawns (STAV Life Member)
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Vale Gary Stopar
STAV President 1986 – 1987

It was sad to hear of the passing, in early June 2020,
of Gary Stopar, former STAV President (1986-1987),
STAV Education Officer (1978-1980) and STAV Secretary
(1979-1980). Gary was a highly industrious contributor
to STAV over an eight-year period in the late 1970s and
through the 1980s, both as STAV Education Officer and
as a STAV Councillor, then subsequently as President.

after Julius Sumner Miller that John managed to snare
.…….. However, I did initiate both Primary science
and the Lab-Technicians branches ……. I worked with
Carlos De Martinis at Swinburne and other Labtechs
to prepare a document “Can you afford not to have a
trained Laboratory Technician” which was endorsed by
STAV Council and sent to all schools.”

Following his roles with STAV, Gary returned to teaching
in state government secondary schools holding
positions of responsibility, including that of science
coordinator.

Gary was strongly involved in growing STAV through
its active system of country branches - his roots
were in the Wimmera. Gary facilitated the growth of
professional development offered by STAV through
Science Coordinators conferences and supporting
teachers through the transition to school-based
curriculum development. As Education Officer, he was
highly supportive of STAV taking a meaningful role in
supporting Primary Science, as he was with Laboratory
Technicians.

Gary’s most recent contribution to STAV was to the to
be published STAV History. Written by Gary on 10th Nov.
2017:
“My most vivid memory of the early days was the STAV
council meet the branches activities and live in at a
motel in Bendigo. I was president of the Wimmera
Branch at the time. I was Education Officer under Mark
Learmonth, Secretary for Kevin Kee and President
after that. John Wilkinson and I organized a couple of
STAVCONs the most significant of which was looking

Don Hyatt
President STAV 1987 - 1989
On behalf of its members, STAV Council extends its
deepest sympathies to Gary’s family.

Back Left - Right: Peter Martin, Ian Bennett, Gary Stopar,
Mark Learmonth, Don Hyatt, Ian Reid, Kevin Kee, Don Lugg
Front: Alf Richards, Gretta Wilkinson, Ken Mappin
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Welcome to STAV Council
Dr. Robert Roe
Robert taught science, maths, physics
and chemistry at four secondary colleges
(1975-1987; 1992-1993) and lectured
in Teacher Education at the University of
Melbourne (1988-1991; 1994 - 2005).
He completed the Master of Education
(MEd) in 1990 and Doctor of Philosophy
(PhD) in 2016, from the University of Melbourne.
Like all beginning teachers Robert wanted to make a
difference in the way teachers and students interact in
the classroom. Robert shared his classroom practice
with other teachers; at school, at conferences like
STAVCON, and through articles published in journals like
Lab Talk. When Robert joined the Science Talent Search
committee, he discovered an exciting manifestation
of student creativity in the choice and presentation of
their STS projects. He believes that STS organisers and
STS Judges gain an invaluable practical insight into how
students benefit from their investigation of their chosen
STS projects.

Robert, as a practicing teacher experienced in the
negotiating of alternative learning strategies was
seconded to the Faculty of Education at the University
of Melbourne. As a Lecturer in Teacher Education,
Robert introduced his pre-service Secondary, Primary
and Early Childhood undergraduate students, teacher
educator colleagues and practising teachers to a
practical understanding of the student-centred learning
pedagogy.
Robert first became a member of STAV in 1976.
He joined the STS Committee in 1981 and was the
Science Talent Search Director from 1987 to 1993.
He was elected to STAV Council in 1991, appointed
Vice-President (Secondary) from 1993 to 1995, STS
50 Celebration Committee Convener in 1998, elected
President in 1996 -98 and was appointed Treasurer of
the Board of STAV Publishing from 1998-2003. Robert
was awarded Life Membership of STAV in December
2018.

Dr. Peta White
Peta started teaching science in Western
Australia (1994) with a background in
zoology. Mostly working in rural areas,
she focussed the context of her science
teaching on animals, agriculture,
and landcare. She then became an
Environmental Education Coordinator
in the Esperance region with the Department of
Agriculture (1998). Peta came back to the Department
of Education as a Curriculum Improvement Office
in the Esperance region (2001), and then in central
office (2004) prior to taking her Churchill Fellowship
(awarded in 2003) to the US and Canada. Peta
undertook her PhD in Saskatchewan Canada (2005).
Her research focussed on learning to live sustainably
which became a platform from which to educate
future teachers. Peta returned to Australia (2013)
and now is a Senior Lecturer at Deakin University
where her current research interests follow three
directions including: science, biology, climate change,
sustainability, environmental education; contemporary
science practices in schools; and collaborative/activist
research.
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STS Report
Online registration and the checking
process are complete. Please ensure that
you keep a close eye on your email as we
will be corresponding with you by email
where possible.
A reminder that submission of entries online closes
on August 2.
STS Coordinators should distribute Entry Face Sheets
and follow the instructions for online submission
available on the website. They should also ensure
that Judges from their school are aware of their
judging commitments. All judges will be contacted
during the next few weeks with details of their
responsibilities.
The STS committee would like to thank all of our
2020 STS sponsors. Some of our major contributors
are Rowe Scientific Pty Ltd, BHP Foundation in
partnership with CSIRO & ASTA, La Trobe University
and Engineers Australia. You can view a list of
all major sponsors and links to their websites at
www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts/sponsor2.html.
Without sponsors the STS competition would
cease to operate. Sponsors provide 100% of funds
for cash prizes along with thousands of dollars
of ‘in kind’ sponsorship. Many also contribute a
proportion of their sponsorship money to help out
with administration costs, keeping entry fees to a
minimum.
Leonie Lang,
STS Management

Diamond Sponsors of Science Talent Search
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Science Talent Search
2020 Theme:

Deep Blue: innovations for the future of
our oceans

Dates for 2020:
Online entry registration opened on Monday 24
February

Science Talent Search
Professional Development Kit

Free

Registration closed: Monday 1 June

Order your copy now!

Schools pack 1: Friday 12 June (sent as email)

Upcoming
Entry submission:

This kit aims to encourage teachers who are inexperienced
in conducting STS to enter the competition. It contains useful
hints on how to successfully implement STS in your school.

All Entries

How to order

Submit entries electronically

Just send through a request for the STS PD Kit, to the below
email and an electronic copy will be forwarded to you.
sts@stav.vic.edu.au

Open: 19 June 2020
Close: 2 August 2020
Judging Day - Online submission in 2020
Schools Pack 2: 28 August (email correspondence)
Schools Pack 3: 12 October

Exhibition and Presentation Day
4 November 2020

Check the Science Talent Search website for
information about the competition

www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts
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CALL FOR PHOTOS and
DOCUMENTS FOR STAV ARCHIVES
Currently a History
Celebrating STAV’s 75 year history is being written.

If you have any old photos taken at any STAV events or documents
that record any aspect of STAV’s work that we may copy and include in
STAV’s historical archives please contact either:

Rod Fawns at rafawns@unimelb.edu.au
or
Dick Gunstone at richard.gunstone@monash.edu
and we will call you back as soon as possible.

The donors of any such materials will be acknowledged with
the items in the archives.

STAV History Working Party

From Left to Right. Don Hyatt, Mark Learmonth,
Richard Gunstone, Alexandra Abela, Rod Fawns and Robert Roe
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03 June 2020
Head of Science
Dear Madam/Sir,
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. I am writing regarding our Science ASSIST service
(https://assist.asta.edu.au/), Australia’s national online advisory service for school science, that you and your
colleagues may have used. It was developed in 2014 by the Australian Science Teachers Association (ASTA) with
funding from the federal government. Since its inception, the service has been providing free support to all science
teachers, science technicians and school administrative staff.
Science ASSIST has been freely available since its inception due to the initial generous support of the Australian
Department of Education and the current support of the CSIRO. As of 30 June 2020, the service will no longer receive
any federal funding and whilst we are seeking new partnerships, this will be insufficient to keep the service
operational. Feedback received from science teachers and science technicians on the impact of losing this service,
indicates that it will be detrimental to the practical application of science education and will prevent the ongoing
development of the community of practice that has been established. Whilst ASTA is actively advocating for
continued funding from governments at the federal, state and territory levels, the feedback so far is less than
promising.
To date Science ASSIST has served over 215,000 users who have accessed close to one million resource pages across
the site. Most valuable is the direct responses you receive to your specific questions from our small but committed
online team. Since 1st March, this year we have seen over 30% increase in user activity and questions across the site
compared to the same time last year which we attribute to the various COVID-19 related advice that has been
provided. These figures represent not simply the number of users but indicate the value the service provides to
science teachers and science technicians. You may have read an article published by ABC Education on the importance
of the service and I refer you to https://education.abc.net.au/newsandarticles/blog/-/b/3524506/the-challenges-oftaking-science-from-lab-benches-to-kitchen-benches).
ASTA is seeking your support to keep the service operational. In the absence of government funding, we will need to
progress to a subscription service from 1 July 2020. ASTA will charge an annual subscription of $150 per school. As
most school budgets are set across a calendar year, ASTA is seeking a commitment from schools and proposes that if
your school subscribes from 1 July, the fee of $75 for the remainder of 2020 will be waived and the 2021 subscription
be payable by 31 January 2021. Whilst most existing content will remain freely accessible, new, and updated
materials, including the online question and answer service, will only be accessible with a valid subscription and
password. We will be in touch again with instructions on how to subscribe and look forward to your ongoing support.
To discuss the service, please contact Teresa Gigengack, Science ASSIST Coordinator via labsupport@asta.edu.au.
Thank you for your support and consideration.
Yours sincerely

Mr. Shenal Basnayake
Chief Executive Officer
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In these challenging times,
you continue to give us your
dedication, strength and above
all, you give us hope. So now,
more than ever, we want to
give our thanks to Australia’s
educators.

Forceful Experiences

Colouring Newton’s Laws of Motion
By Christina Hart
This resource, for teachers and students of general science at the
junior high school level, introduces Newton's Laws of motion at a
qualitative level. 'Forceful Experiences' takes students' experiences
of motion as a starting point, and guides them to construct a more
powerful framework for understanding their everyday world. The
approach also provides a secure foundation for those students
who will go on to study physics at a more advanced, mathematical
level. Features include: Short summaries of the main conceptual
points are provided at the end of each chapter. There are frequent
opportunities for students to 'Pause for thought' and engage with
the ideas they have encountered. These can be set as homework
activities and used for small group discussions. At strategic points
students are challenged to demonstrate what they have learned.
Teachers can use these tasks as a basis for formative and/or
summative assessment. An accompanying web page provides
supporting materials for teachers and students.
14
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Price: $15.00 plus
$18.00 postage &
handling
To order: email
admin@stav.vic.edu.au

Contact

July 2020

science
Cambridge

for the Victorian Curriculum

Now with MORE ready-made tests per chapter*
* Tests available in the Online Teaching Suite which will be provided free to schools who booklist one or more year
levels of Cambridge Science for the Victorian Curriculum.
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NEW Web:

PhysicsTrialTestTeam-vic.com.au

What VCE resources does the PHYSICS TRIAL TEST TEAM provide?

 2020 Units 3 & 4 Trial exam paper (2017, 2018, 2019 also available) – all designed for 2020 Adjusted Study Design
 Units 1 & 2 Test exams
 Resources for Units 3 & 4 SACs


What did TEACHERS say about OUR UNITS 3 & 4 trial papers?

 “The level of difficulty was right, the standard of questions was good, everything was on the course, the solutions
were comprehensive.” (B.W., Kew, 2018)
 “The solutions provided very detailed explanations. If students used those solutions as study notes, their revision
would be greatly enhanced.” (T.G., Donald, 2017)

What can you order on our website?





2020 Units 3 & 4 trial exam package - $150 per school
2019, 2018 & 2017 Units 3 & 4 trial exam packages - $100 each
Units 1 & 2 Test exams packages - $100 & $70 respectively
Units 3 & 4 SAC Resources packages - $150 & $100 respectively

Like to TRY before you BUY?

If you’d like FREE 4-page SAMPLES of our Units 3 & 4 Question & Answer Book and Answer & Solutions Book,
simply order them on the OUR ORDER page on our website

CAMBRIDGE

CHECKPOINTS
STUDY

VCEGUIDES

Coming in 2021 – DIGITAL CHECKPOINTS
Take your learning mobile!
Click to view a sample
16
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STAV Publishing ABN 61 527 110 823
Division of Science Victoria

PO Box 109, Coburg VIC 3058
Telephone (03) 9385 3999

Semester 2, 2020 Trial Exams Order Form

Delivery From
24 August 2020

we accept late orders

Email orders to admin@stav.vic.edu.au admin@stav.vic.edu.au or via fax (03) 9385 6722
School Name (and campus)
Contact Person
Contact email (where materials will be sent)
Telephone

Fax

School Purchase Order (ESSENTIAL):
Accounts email (where invoice will be sent)
STAV Subscriber #

Delivery will be sent to the email provided with a link to access pdf versions of the trial exam papers
Trial Exam Bundles (Year 11 & Year 12)
Subject

Unit

Please tick

Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Psychology

Unit 2 & Unit 3&4
Unit 2 & Unit 3&4
Unit 2 & Unit 3&4
Unit 2 & Unit 3&4
For All

Price (includes GST)
$160.00
$160.00
$160.00
$160.00
or $600.00 for all

Total

Year 11 Exams Only
Subject

Unit

Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Psychology

Unit 2
Unit 2
Unit 2
Unit 2
For All

Please tick

Price (includes GST)
$80.00
$80.00
$80.00
$80.00
or $285.00 for all

Total

STAV SCHOOL SUBSCRIBERS
are entitled to 10% discount on
orders exceeding $400.

Year 12 Exams Only
Subject

Unit

Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Psychology

Unit 3&4
Unit 3&4
Unit 3&4
Unit 3&4
For All

Please tick

Price (includes GST)
$95.00
$95.00
$95.00
$95.00
or $360.00 for all

Total
Subtotal

GST
paper, solution and postage &
handling are GST inclusive.

For more information
please feel free to contact
Natalija Borizovski
admin@stav.vic.edu.au
or 03 9385 3999
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STAV Goals
‘Advancing Science Education’

Vision
Is to develop a science community growing together through collaboration, professional
learning supported by conferences, workshops and events, partnerships with industry and
the wider community through STEM and other innovations.”

Mission
To represent and advance the collective voice of science educators that will shape and
influence policy in all aspects relating to science education. We are committed to offering a
range of resources and services that will promote quality science teaching and learning.
We provide opportunities for all students to become inspired, engaged and excel in activities
that promote scientific literacy including: Science Talent Search, Science Drama and BHP
Foundation Science and Engineering Awards.

Contact Advertising Deadlines
February

24 January 2020

August

27 July 2020

March

21 February 2020

September

24 August 2020

April

24 March 2020

October

28 September 2020

May

24 April 2020

November

26 October 2020

June

25 May 2020

December

27 November 2020

July

26 June 2020

For more advertising details go to www.stav.org.au/html/advertising.html

Contact STAV
Phone: (03) 9385 3999 • Fax: (03) 9386 6722
Email: stav@stav.vic.edu.au • Website: www.stav.org.au
Address: PO Box 109, Coburg VIC 3058 • 5 Munro Street Coburg, VIC 3058

