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STAV is on Facebook

Join STAV on Twitter

VCE Conferences 2021
Register with the below links now!
STAV is eager to provide an opportunity for VCE teachers to present sessions that are relevant and
inspirational for other teachers or educators in the science field.
Due to the current climate STAV has transitioned the VCE Conference to an online format.
Biology: Monday 15 February 2021
Keynote: Dr Simon Corrie, Monash University
De-mystifying the Covid myths
Program details - https://stav.org.au/event/vce-biology-conference-2021/
Chemistry: Wednesday 17 February 2021
Keynote: Professor Craig Hutton, Melbourne University
Wonderful world of Peptides and Proteins
Program details - https://stav.org.au/event/vce-chemistry-conference-2021/
Physics: Friday 19 February 2021
Keynote: Professor Todd Lane, Melbourne University
Telling the future: the latest
advances in climate modelling
Program details - https://stav.org.au/event/vce-physics-conference-2021/

STAVCON 2020 On Demand
https://stav.org.au/event/stavcon-2020/

STAVCON 2021
will be held on Friday 26 November 2021
further details soon.

Contact enquiries
For enquiries about Contact newsletter including advertising opportunities please contact the STAV Publications
Officer phone: (03) 9385 3903 or email: publications@stav.vic.edu.au
Please ensure a current email address is on file at STAV so you will receive your link to the newsletter.
Patron: Associate Professor Misty Jenkins BSc (Hons), PhD, MAICD
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2021 STAV Council

STAV Contacts

Alexandra Abela

STS Management

STAV Business Centre

Janice Teng

Anne Heard

STAV President
ASTA Board,
STS Management Committee
Penleigh and Essendon Grammar
School
president@stav.vic.edu.au

Dale Carroll

STAV Councillor, Convener Laboratory
Technicians Network
ASTA Delegate
The Geelong College

Adele Hudson

STAV Councillor, Convener
Professional Learning Innovations
Focus Group
Aitken College

Leonie Lang

STAV Councillor, Science Talent
Search Management Committee
Retired

Georgia Lumb

STAV Councillor, Convener Beginning
Science Teachers Network
Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College

Amanda Peters

STAV Councillor
Mooroolbark College, Deakin
University

Emily Rochette

STAV Councillor
The University of Melbourne

Robert Roe

STAV Treasurer, STAV Life Member

Retired

Michael Rosenbrock

STAV Vice President and Honorary
Secretary
Wodonga Secondary College

Fiona Trapani

STAV Councillor, Convener Website
and Online Presence Focus Group
Senior Editor LabTalk, Co-chair STAV
Journals Editorial Committee
Penola Catholic College

Peta White

STAV Councillor, Convener Engaging
Science Education Research Focus
Group
Deakin University
2

Contact • Vol 36 No 1 • February 2021

STS Committee
sts@stav.vic.edu.au

Josie Crisara
Aitken College
jcrisara@aitkencollege.edu.au

Leonie Lang

Science Educator
leonie.lang284@gmail.com

Mary Donaghy
c/- sts@stav.vic.edu.au

Receptionist
Phone: 9385 3999
stav@stav.vic.edu.au

Lynn Liu

Accounts Officer
Phone: 9385 3908
payments@stav.vic.edu.au

Collette Whittaker
Office Administrator
Phone: 9385 3904
admin@stav.vic.edu.au

c/- sts@stav.vic.edu.au

STAV Publishing
Phone: 9385 3904
admin@stav.vic.edu.au

Matthew Story

Kellie Jackson

Hazel Glen College
mstory@hazelglencollege.com

Publications
Phone: 9385 3903
publications@stav.vic.edu.au

Alexandra Abela

Vince Conserva

David Trotter

STAV President
ASTA Board
Penleigh and Essendon Grammar
School
president@stav.vic.edu.au

STAV Journal Editors
LabTalk

Dr. Fiona Trapani
Penola Catholic College
ftrap@netspace.net.au

Events Coordinator for STAV
conferences
projects@stav.vic.edu.au

Science Victoria
Science Victoria hosts professional
development activities on behalf of
the Science Teachers’ Association of
Victoria Inc. (STAV)

Let’s Find Out

Mahaelia Thavarajah
mahaelia.thavarajah@
quantumvictoria.vic.edu.au

Life Members
David Cohen
Rod Fawns
Dick Gunstone
Mark Learmonth
David Trotter
Robert Roe
Josie Crisara
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STAV Editorial Committee

New Members

Fiona Trapani

Welcome to the new individual members of STAV:

Penola Catholic College
Senior Editor LabTalk and co-chair STAV Editorial
Committee

Jo Cole

Mahaelia Thavarajah

Rachel Woolley

Christopher Harris

Quantum Victoria
Senior Editor Let’s Find Out and co-chair STAV
Editorial Committee

Cristina Guarella

The University of Melbourne, MGSE

Leonie Lang

STAV Councillor, Retired

Kim Mosbach

Middle Park Primary School

Amanda Peters

Mooroolbark College, Deakin University

How to join STAV
Join online or download a form from our website:
www.stav.org.au/html/membership.html
Alternatively, contact the STAV office for more
information: 03 9385 3999

Gary Simpson

Woodleigh School

Duncan Symons

The University of Melbourne, MGSE

Janice Teng

Science Talent Search Coordinator

Peta White

Deakin University

STAV Editorial Committee Meeting
Dates for 2021
Wednesday 10 February, 5.00 – 6.00 pm (Online)
Wednesday 21 April, 5.00 – 6.00 pm (Online)

STAV Membership
STAV Individual Membership fees:
Individual Primary
Individual Secondary
Individual both Primary/Secondary
Laboratory Technicians

$125
$140
$175
$105

The subscription of a member ceases to be effective
if payment is not received prior to or on the date
of renewal, as a result, membership and all rights
pertaining thereto will lapse. Upon payment of all
arrears, membership will resume from the date of
payment.

Wednesday 16 June, 5.00 – 6.00 pm (Online)
Wednesday 15 September, 5.00 – 6.00 pm (Online)

Labtech list
The Labtech list has been set up by STAV as a
discussion forum where Laboratory Technicians
can exchange information, share ideas and seek
advice.
We ask science coordinators to encourage their
Laboratory Technicians to become a member of
Labtech and participate in the discussion group.
It is free to join. Go to the Science Victoria website
for more information:
www.sciencevictoria.com.au/labtech.html

Contact • Vol 36 No 1 • February 2021

3

Newsletter of The Science Teachers’ Association of Victoria Inc.

President’s Report

		

Greetings to all STAV Members, whether you are a returning member or new to the organization. I
welcome you back to a new school year and I hope that 2021 will be a steadying, energizing and
rewarding one for you after the challenges of 2020.
In this edition of Contact, I proudly introduce you to your Council, most of whom served last year and
guided STAV through the uncertainties of the pandemic with great wisdom and grace. I also provide
you with snippets of current issues being addressed by Council and news of upcoming events in the STAV space
to support you.
STAV Council, Working Parties and the STAV Secretariat Update
Over the January break, STAV Council and its staff have been working tirelessly behind the scenes to review the
year that was 2020 and to enact STAV’s vision and mission for 2021.
It is with enthusiasm that I introduce to you, Collette Whittaker who replaces Natalija Borizovski, and
Lynn Liu who replaces Violeta Zarce on her retirement. I wish Natalija and Violeta all the very best in their new
endeavours; and warmly welcome Collette and Lynn to the STAV family.
Whist Council continues to oversee STAV’s core business and operations, a number of focus groups remain
active. These focus groups are chaired by STAV Councilors and STAV Life Members and include such areas as
Regional and Rural Engagement; Retired Science Teachers’ Network; Beginning Science Teachers’ Network;
Laboratory Technicians’ Network; Website and Online Presence; Professional Learning; and Engaging Science
Education Research.
Membership of these working parties is open to STAV Individual Members. Places are filling quickly, with some
already at optimal numbers. If you are interested in contributing to a working party, please email me your
expression of interest at president@ stav.vic.edu.au
I am also very pleased to announce the formation of the STAV Journals Editorial Committee to be jointly chaired
by Dr Fiona Trapani, Senior Editor of LabTalk, and Mahaelia Thavarajah, Senior Editor of Let’s Find Out. The
editorial committee draws on the expertise of educators across the early childhood, primary, secondary and
tertiary education sectors, and its role will be to build on advances in STAV’s publications by sourcing, generating
and reviewing high quality and diverse content for both LabTalk and Let’s Find Out. We look forward to providing
you with updates of this group’s initiatives.
National Science Week
The theme for National Science Week 2021 is Food: Different by Design. The theme references the United
Nations International Year of Fruits and Vegetables and the International Year of Creative Economy for
Sustainable Development. Food: Different by Design will cover a broad range of areas in food production and
sustainable agriculture, enabling students to explore topics such as biosecurity, food technology and laboratorydeveloped foods.
For more information, please see the links below:
https://www.scienceweek.net.au/schools/
https://asta.edu.au/programs/natscienceweek
Science Talent Search
The Science Talent Search website has been updated with the latest information and the 2021 STS handbook
can now be downloaded: https://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts/documents/STShandbook2021.online.pdf
For additional information on entering or volunteering for Science Talent Search, please contact STS Coordinator,
Janice Teng: sts@stav.vic.edu.au
Upcoming VCE Conferences: Registrations are closing soon
This year we have assembled a very exciting, diverse and engaging series of conference programs with a blend of
live and prerecorded presentations and workshops. Building on the success of STAV STEM Online and STAVCON
2020, the VCE conferences will run via multiple simultaneous virtual rooms and will all be accessible on the
4
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President’s Report continued

		

conference day via dedicated Zoom links. All sessions will be moderated. Highlights include the exceptional
keynote addresses, VCAA updates and Chief Assessors’ respective Examination Reports. To the Biology and
Chemistry programs, we have added for the first time a new and exciting afternoon Discussion Panel which
will be chaired by Dr Peta White and Professor Deb Corrigan respectively. These will be conducted as after
school sessions to encourage teachers to participate in a conversation on some of the big issues in Biology and
Chemistry education. There are also some pre-recorded presentations which you can view at your convenience
either before, during or after the conference. These will offer a great resource. Access to the VCE conferences will
be available for an extended period of time until Term Four 2021; however, registrations can only remain open for
a limited period of time.
VCE Biology Conference, Monday 15 February 2021
Keynote address: Dr Simon Corrie, Monash University, De-mystifying the Covid myths
VCAA Update: Erin Wilson
Afternoon Discussion Panel: Chair Dr Peta White, The Big Issues in Biology Education
Program details - https://stav.org.au/event/vce-biology-conference-2021/
VCE Chemistry Conference, Wednesday 17 February 2021
Keynote address: Professor Craig Hutton, The University of Melbourne, Wonderful world of Peptides and Proteins
VCAA Update: Maria James
Afternoon Discussion Panel: Chair Prof Deb Corrigan, The Big Issues in Chemistry Education
Program details - https://stav.org.au/event/vce-chemistry-conference-2021/
VCE Physics Conference, Friday 17 February 2021
Keynote address: Professor Todd Lane, The University of Melbourne, Telling the future: the latest advances in
climate modelling
VCAA Update: Maria James
Program details - https://stav.org.au/event/vce-physics-conference-2021/
Please note, all VCE conference will be conducted online. All sessions will be recorded, and extended access will
be available to delegates until Term Four 2021.
STAV Publications
We are calling for copy for the First editions of LabTalk and Let’s Find Out for 2021 after a bumper year in
2020. We especially encourage those of our primary teacher members and friends of STAV to consider writing
for Let’s Find Out. If you are interested or would like further guidance and support please contact the editors at
publications@stav.vic.edu.au
2021 publication dates https://stav.org.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/STAV-pulication-deadlines_2021.pdf
STAV Publishing
For all information regarding Trial exam papers, please visit the following link:
http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/stavpublishing/trialExams.html
Stay Connected: STAV Member Community Facebook Group
The STAV Members Community Facebook group continues to go from strength to strength. Admittance to this
group is through provision of your first and last name and STAV individual membership number when answering
the joining questions. It is a supportive professional learning community for Early childhood, Primary, Secondary,
Tertiary educator and Laboratory Technician members. We encourage you to join if you are yet to do so.  
https://www. facebook.com/groups/STAVmembercommunity
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President’s Report continued
STAV Membership
Being a member of STAV provides opportunities to network with other members, receive and exchange the latest
news in science education, and contribute to discussions about science and science education. STAV members
receive high quality journals, newsletters, discounts on conferences, and benefits that accompany STAV being a
member of ASTA. STAV Individual Membership fees are tax deductible.
To actively support your professional association and contribute meaningfully to its vision for the future, please
consider and promote the benefits of individual and school membership: http://www.stav.org.au/html/
membership.html
I wish you well for the upcoming year and sincerely look forward to meeting you throughout the course of the
year, be it online or perhaps in person. Regarding STAV membership matters and initiatives, please know that I
value your input, reflections and suggestions, and I encourage you to contact me at any time to discuss matters
of importance and interest to you: president@stav.vic.edu.au
Alexandra Abela
STAV President

STAV Council 2021: Meet Your Council
Alexandra Abela
Alex has been the President of STAV since late 2019. Since first joining STAV Councl in 2001,
she has served on Executive as Honorary Secretary, Vice President and President Elect. She has
held a variety of leadership positions in Science education throughout her teaching career; she
is a curriculum expert and has presented and advised on such matters at a local, national and
international level. Alex is STAV’s representative on the board of the Australian Science Teachers
Association, and she is active as a member of advisory panels and working groups. Above all,
Alex is a passionate teacher of students of Science. Alex is a chartered Chemist and teaches VCE Chemistry at
Melbourne’s Penleigh and Essendon Grammar School.
Dale Carroll
Dale has been a Science Technician for over 40 years. A member of the laboratory technicians
committee for many years. He has been a representative of SETA (Science Education Technicians
Australia) group since its inception in 2001. SETA was the main driver, along with ASTA to
establish Science ASSIST. He was one panel of the “expert” panel when Science ASSIST started
up, answering questions and providing resources. Through his work with STAV, Dale is looking
forward to helping encourage the “team” environment in science departments, with technicians
and teachers working together towards the common goal of developing questioning, knowledgeable science
students. Dale chairs STAV’s Laboratory Technicians Focus Group.
Adele Hudson
Adele Hudson is Head of Science at Aitken College and currently teaches middle school science
and senior chemistry and physics. Coming from a background of research, Adele is passionate
about providing students with opportunities to engage in open-ended investigations; finding that
when students learn though exploration and discovery, this engenders in them a love of learning.
She has also found that this type of learning strengthens students’ skills in working collaboratively,
solving problems, thinking critically about data and utilizing technology. As part of promoting the
importance of science in students’ futures, she facilitates a number of extracurricular STEM programs where
students are drivers of the projects. One of these programs, EngGirls, is a program that aims to increase girls’
awareness of STEM careers. Adele chairs STAV’s Professional Learning Focus Group.
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President’s Report continued
Leonie Lang
Leonie was a biology/science teacher at Flemington High, then Sunbury Secondary College for
thirty years (1973-2003). Before that, she spent some years in postgraduate research completing
her M.Sc in pharmacology. After retiring from teaching full-time (although relief teaching continued
for many years), Leonie joined the Science Talent Search committee and over the last 18 years
has been a coordinator of the Junior Creative Writing, Games and most recently, Primary Creative
Writing sections. She also serves on the STS Management Committee. In 2012, Leonie was invited to join the
Melbourne Graduate School of Education where she lectured in VCE Biology and General Science to MTeach
candidates. Since retiring (again) in 2015, Leonie has found participating in the organisation of Science Talent
Search both stimulating and rewarding. This has fuelled her continued enthusiasm for supporting Science
teaching and learning in Victoria.
Georgia Lumb
Georgia is just entering her sixth year as a secondary science teacher at Canterbury Girls’
Secondary College. She is also the Sustainability Coordinator and Staff Morale Coordinator.
She absolutely loves teaching and is particularly passionate about senior biology and girls’
education. She has been involved with STAV since her first year of teaching, through the Science
Talent Search and STAV professional learning opportunities. She later became a member as
she became increasingly aware of the wonderful work STAV does for the science teaching community and
subsequently joined council in 2019. Georgia chairs the STAV Beginning Science Teachers’ Focus Group.
Amanda Peters
Amanda is a passionate and dedicated secondary science and mathematics teacher, teaching
for over 20 years, including a range of leading and co-ordinator positions within schools and local
networks. She volunteers as a member of the Victorian Schools Animal Ethics Committee. Her
professional learning includes roles as VCE Biology Assessor, part of the research and writing team
for the VCE Biology and Chemistry benchmarking reports, the new VCE Biology study design and
Advice for Teachers. Amanda works within the Teaching Academy at Deakin University, supporting pre-service
teachers to evidence and articulate their practice against the Professional Standards. She has presented at
DET forums and developed STEM professional learning across school sectors. She enjoys teaching primary and
secondary pre and in-service teachers at Deakin, particularly the Biology and Chemistry curriculum studies.
Her research has focused on numeracy in middle years and she is embarking on further research in STEM
education.
Emily Rochette
Emily Rochette was a secondary science and chemistry teacher for over ten years in the State
of Victoria. Prior to this she spent five years teaching and learning Mandarin in Taiwan. Currently
she holds the position of lecturer in science and chemistry education at the Melbourne Graduate
School of Education, University of Melbourne. Her research interests are situated within
understanding teachers’ use of digital technologies in the science classroom as they teach both
in- and out-of-field.
Robert Roe
Prior to retirement, Robert taught science, maths, physics and chemistry at four secondary
colleges, and lectured in Teacher Education at the University of Melbourne (1975-2005). He was
awarded the Master of Education (MEd) in 1990 and Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in 2016, from
the University of Melbourne. Robert is a former STAV President, STS Director and STAV Publishing
Treasurer. In retirement Robert is a member of the “History of STAV” Working Party. Robert believes
that STAV is more than an institution, a building or the Council. He thinks of STAV as a network of teachers
of science who are willing to share their time, knowledge and expertise with others. Robert encourages
individual members to share their classroom practice with other members and “not yet” members; at school, at
conferences like STAVCON, and through articles published in journals like Lab Talk and Let’s Find Out.
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President’s Report continued
Michael Rosenbrock
Michael is the Assistant Principal responsible for curriculum at Wodonga Senior Secondary
College in regional Victoria. A passionate educational leader and a teacher of physics, multimedia,
and mathematics, Michael has over 10 years’ experience working in schools. He was seconded
to the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) for 2 years as a STEM Specialist
Teacher. Michael regularly presents at educational conferences and is a contributing author to 2
high school physics textbooks. He is a passionate advocate for those experiencing socio-economic disadvantage
and for students in rural, regional and remote settings. Prior to working in schools Michael worked in the
aerospace, automotive and software industries in Germany, the USA and Australia. Michael holds a Bachelor of
Aerospace Engineering and a Bachelor of Business from RMIT University, and a Graduate Diploma of Education
from Monash University. Michael is STAV Vice President and Honorary Secretary.
Fiona Trapani
Fiona has been a teacher of secondary science, STEM, VCE Biology and VCE Psychology over the
last twenty four years. During this time she also taught pre-service Biology and Science teachers
at the Melbourne Graduate School of Education, University of Melbourne. Fiona currently teaches
Science at Penola Catholic College. She has been a STAV Councillor, editor of LabTalk (STAV
Publishing) and editor of Teaching Science (ASTA) for the past three years. Fiona’s reasons for
returing to STAV Council include her passion for supporting science teachers to provide the best range of learning
experiences for their students. She believes that the daily best practice of teachers should be shared and this
is enabled through LabTalk and the wide number of workshops and conferences offered by STAV. Fiona chairs
the STAV Website and Online Presence Focus Group and she is co-chair of the newly established STAV Editorial
Committee.
Peta White
Peta White is a science and environmental education senior lecturer at Deakin University. Peta
has worked in classrooms, as a curriculum consultant and manager, and as a teacher educator in
several jurisdictions across Canada and Australia. Peta gained her PhD in Saskatchewan, Canada
where she focussed on learning to live sustainably which became a platform from which to educate
future teachers. Her passion for initial teacher educator, environmental education/academic activist
work, and action-orientated methodologies drives her current teaching/research scholarship. Peta’s current
research interests follows three directions including science and biology education; sustainability, climate
change, and environmental education; and collaborative/activist research. Peta is Chair of the STAV Engaging
Science Education Research Focus Group.

Meet STAV’s new staff: Welcome Collette Whittaker and Lynn Liu
Collette Whittaker
Collette’s current role for STAV is Office Administrator. She is highly experienced in the field
administration and her work has spanned a variety of industries, including Wine, Pharmaceuticals,
Horticulture, Air Pollution, Food Service and Manufacturing. Collette cites her main life goals as
being life-long learning and making a positive difference in people’s lives. The achievements of
which she is most proud are watching her four young girls grow up into strong, resilient women, and
volunteering for twelve years with the Girl Guide Association of NSW. Her core values are courtesy,
honesty and the determination to succeed at whatever she does. Collette’s other passions include horticulture
and photography.
Ying Ying (Lynn) Liu
Prior to moving into financial services in Australia, Lynn was an electronic engineer in Shanghai,
China. On first arriving in Australia, she worked as a real estate agent but found her passion for
bookkeeping, studying for an advanced diploma in accounting. She has worked for over twenty
years as a Bookkeeper (Assistant Accountant) across several industries, including the Not-for-profit
sector. She currently works in STAV’s Accounts Department as STAV’s Accounts Officer.
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Science Talent Search Report
The theme for 2021 Science Talent Search is:
‘Food: Different by Design’.
This theme is the same as that set by the Australian Science Teachers Association (ASTA) for the
National Science Week theme.
Each year, ASTA considers the United Nations “International Year Of…” when exploring potential themes,
and 2021 provides us with both the International Year of Fruits and Vegetables and the International Year of
Creative Economy for Sustainable Development.
In keeping with these UN topics, Food: Different by Design covers a broad range of areas in food production
and sustainable agriculture, enabling students to explore topics such as biosecurity, food technology and
laboratory-developed foods. Naturally, scientific development will be at the core of the theme, with other
potential “hands-on” research and development projects for students to explore.
ASTA CEO, Shenal Basnayake stated that “Food: Different by Design is a timely theme given Australia’s
significant investment in scientific research, contributing internationally to the sustainability of food and
agriculture systems”.
Registration opens on Friday February 26 and the closing date is Friday May 28. Topics for Creative Writing
and Posters are on the website: www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts.
The Public Judging Day is Saturday August 7 and Exhibition and Presentation Day will be Monday October 25.
All entry is by online registration. Instructions for online entry are on the STS webpage.
The 2021 Handbook is available in hardcopy from early February and will be sent to all individual members
and school subscribers; there is also an online version on the STS section of the STAV website. Schools who
entered the competition in 2020 will also receive a copy in the mail.
Please read the handbook carefully even if you have entered the competition for many years. Each year
changes are made to some competition rules or section guidelines and your students may be disadvantaged if
you haven’t kept yourself up to date with changes.
The partnership between Science Talent Search and BHP Foundation which enabled students who won major
bursaries for Experimental Research or Inventions to enter their project into the BHP Foundation Science and
Engineering Awards in partnership with CSIRO & ASTA will continue in 2021. Students who wish to enter the
BHP Foundation Science and Engineering Awards will need to enter through STS. Note that students must limit
group size to two when entering STS. More information is available on http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts/
BHPBillitonFoundationwebpage.htm
Teachers who have not entered their students in STS before and are looking for ideas to get started should
contact Janice Teng at STAV. There is a PD resource available or it may be possible to arrange a school visit.
As always, the STS committee needs new members for 2021 to replace those who are retiring. There are 6
committee meetings each year, plus Judging day in August and Presentation day in October. If you would like
to join us and contribute to the running of STS please contact Janice Teng at STAV: Phone 9385 3999; email:
sts@stav.vic.edu.au
Leonie Lang
STS Executive Committee
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Science Talent Search
2021 Theme:

Food: Different by Design

Dates for 2021:
Upcoming
Opening of registration – online: 26th February
2021

Science Talent Search
Professional Development Kit

Free

Close of registration – online: 28th May 2021
Schools Pack 1 – to be emailed and e-accessible
by week of: 14th June 2021
Online submission of Country, Research and
Writing entries due: 18th July 2021
Judging Day: 7th August 2021
Schools Pack 2 – e-accessible by: 20th August
2021
Schools Pack 3 – to arrive in schools week of: 4th
October 2021

Order your copy now!
This kit aims to encourage teachers who are inexperienced
in conducting STS to enter the competition. It contains useful
hints on how to successfully implement STS in your school.

How to order
Just send through a request for the STS PD Kit, to the below
email and an electronic copy will be forwarded to you.
sts@stav.vic.edu.au

Exhibition and Presentation Day
Exhibition and Presentation Day (TBC)
Dates may be subject to change due to restrictions
or other circumstances.
Check the Science Talent Search website for
information about the competition

www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts
Diamond Sponsors of Science Talent Search
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Conferences and Events

Trial Exams - Order Now

Psychology Workshop

Semester 1 2021 Trial Exams

More details soon.

Science Leaders Conference
More details soon.

Order now for delivery by 30 April 2021.
Order form available now on page 14
or download from the website:
www.sciencevictoria.com.au/stavpublishing/
trialExams.html

Regional STEM and Labtech
Conference
More details soon.

Science Talent Search

Exhibition Day (TBC)
Theme is: Food: Different by Design.
Further details are on page 9 and 10.

STAVCON

26 November 2021, more details soon.

CALL FOR PHOTOS and
DOCUMENTS FOR STAV ARCHIVES
Currently a History
Celebrating STAV’s 75 year history is being written.

If you have any old photos taken at any STAV events or documents
that record any aspect of STAV’s work that we may copy and include in
STAV’s historical archives please contact either:

Rod Fawns at rafawns@unimelb.edu.au
or
Dick Gunstone at richard.gunstone@monash.edu
and we will call you back as soon as possible.

The donors of any such materials will be acknowledged with
the items in the archives.
Contact • Vol 36 No 1 • February 2021
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56% OF
STUDENTS
DON'T BELIEVE
THEY CAN SPOT
FAKE NEWS.
Do you?

The Bad Science Show: A Crash Course in Critical Thinking

Change how your secondary students use their critical thinking skills with an
entertaining incursion from award-winning performer Nicholas J. Johnson.
BOOK NOW FOR 2021 AT WWW.CONMAN.COM.AU/SCHOOLS
How Young People Perceive and Are Impacted by the News | Common Sense Media, 2021

Start your journey
with a lower rate

5.29%p.a. 5.56% p.a.
Promotional Variable
Interest Rate

Comparison Rate1

Find out more
bankfirst.com.au
1300 654 822

Interest Rate effective 1 November 2020 and subject to
change. Credit and qualifying criteria applies. Apply by 30 June
2021 and fund by 31 July 2021. We may amend or withdraw
offer at any time. 1. Comparison rate calculated on a secured
loan amount of $30,000 for a term of 5 years. WARNING:
This comparison rate is true only for the example given and
may not include all fees and charges. Different terms, fees
and other loan amounts might result in a different comparison
rate. Fees and charges apply. Terms and Conditions
available upon request. Victoria Teachers Limited ABN 44
087 651 769, Australian Credit Licence Number 240 960.
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National Science Week

14 to 22 August 2021
The school theme for National Science Week
2021 will be Food: Different by Design. It will
honor the United Nations International Year
of Fruits and Vegetables and the International
Year of Creative Economy for Sustainable
Development.
Further details at www.scienceweek.net.au/

llluminated pocket microscope

A small, portable microscope that is ideal for young children,
adolescents and adults to investigate a
multitude of items including clothing
fibres, plants, insects or any other scientific
specimen. There is no need for small extracted
samples – simply remove the slide tray, walk
around the room and place the viewfinder
above the item you wish to view.
The microscopes are small (14cm x 4.5cm),
light (80 grams) and easy to grip, maneuver
and adjust. The light source is strong.

These small but powerful instruments are
ideal for in the classroom, outside in the
school yard, or for taking on excursions and fieldwork. They are
fully portable and no bench or table is necessary for resting on.

Features

• Zoom switch – adjusts magnification power (60x - 80x - 100x)
• Direct light source to specimen
• Removable slide tray
• Focus wheel.
The light operates from two AA batteries (not included).

Price

$25 (incl. GST) STAV members/subscribers
$30 (incl. GST) Non-members
Postage and handling: $18ww (incl. GST)

For enquiries please contact:
STAV Publishing (03) 9385 3999
Email: admin@stav.vic.edu.au

Forceful Experiences

Colouring Newton’s Laws of Motion
By Christina Hart
This resource, for teachers and students of general science at the
junior high school level, introduces Newton's Laws of motion at a
qualitative level. 'Forceful Experiences' takes students' experiences
of motion as a starting point, and guides them to construct a more
powerful framework for understanding their everyday world. The
approach also provides a secure foundation for those students
who will go on to study physics at a more advanced, mathematical
level. Features include: Short summaries of the main conceptual
points are provided at the end of each chapter. There are frequent
opportunities for students to 'Pause for thought' and engage with
the ideas they have encountered. These can be set as homework
activities and used for small group discussions. At strategic points
students are challenged to demonstrate what they have learned.
Teachers can use these tasks as a basis for formative and/or
summative assessment. An accompanying web page provides
supporting materials for teachers and students.

Price: $15.00 plus
$18.00 postage &
handling
To order: email
admin@stav.vic.edu.au
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STAV Publishing ABN 61 527 110 823
Division of Science Victoria

Orders must be received by

PO Box 109, Coburg VIC 3058
Telephone (03) 9385 3999
Email: admin@stav.vic.edu.au

Monday, 29 March 2021
for delivery to schools by

Tuesday, 30 April 2021
We accept late orders, but supply
cannot be assured.

Semester 1, 2021 Trial Exams Order Form
School (include campus):

Date of order:

Phone:

Fax:

Contact Person (ESSENTIAL):
Postal Address:
Postcode:
School Purchase order (ESSENTIAL)

STAV Subscriber #:

Email:
Year level Unit

Paper

Qty

Price

Total

VCE Biology
Year 11

1

2021 Paper		

@$8.80

$

Year 11

1

2021 Solution		

@$6.50

$

Year 12

3

2021 Paper		

@$8.80

$

Year 12

3

2021 Solution		

@$6.50

$

VCE Chemistry
Year 11

1

2021 Paper		

@$8.80

$

Year 11

1

2021 Solution		

@$6.50

$

Year 12

3

2021 Paper		

@$8.80

$

Year 12

3

2021 Solution		

@$6.50

$

WHEN ORDERING,
PLEASE REMEMBER:
if faxing your order DO NOT
post original.
A school purchase order MUST
be quoted.
RETURNS - Returns will
NOT be accepted unless
prior authorisation has been
obtained.
Authorisation will only be given
if STAV Publishing has supplied
goods which are incorrect,
damaged or faulty.
RETURNS WILL NOT BE
ACCEPTED IF THE SCHOOL
HAS DOUBLE ORDERED.

VCE Physics
Year 11

1&2

2021 Paper		

@$8.80

$

Year 11

1&2

2021 Solution		

@$6.50

$

Year 12

3

2021 Paper		

@$8.80

$

Year 12

3

2021 Solution		

@$6.50

$

VCE Psychology
Year 11

1

2021 Paper		

@$8.80

$

Year 11

1

2021 Solution		

@$6.50

$

Year 12

3

2021 Paper		

@$8.80

$

Year 12

3

2021 Solution		

@$6.50

$

$18.00		TOTAL
$28.00
$30.00

$

Postage & Handling
Orders less than $100
Orders $100 to $400
Orders over $400

STAV SCHOOL SUBSCRIBERS
are entitled to 10% discount
on orders exceeding $100.

GST

paper, solution and postage &
handling are GST inclusive.

Newsletter of The Science Teachers’ Association of Victoria Inc.

STAV Goals
‘Advancing Science Education’

Vision
Is to develop a science community growing together through collaboration, professional learning
supported by conferences, workshops and events, partnerships with industry and the wider community
through STEM and other innovations.”

Mission
To represent and advance the collective voice of science educators that will shape and influence policy
in all aspects relating to science education. We are committed to offering a range of resources and
services that will promote quality science teaching and learning.
We provide opportunities for all students to become inspired, engaged and excel in activities that
promote scientific literacy including: Science Talent Search, Science Drama and BHP Foundation
Science and Engineering Awards.

Journal Deadlines
LabTalk - Secondary Journal (Quarterly)
Edition

Deadline

Release Date

Vol 65 No 1

22 February 2021

12 March 2021

Vol 65 No 2

26 April 2021

14 May 2021

Vol 65 No 3

5 July 2021

16 July 2021

Vol 65 No 4

20 September 2021

1 October 2021

Let’s Find Out - Primary Journal (Quarterly)
Edition

Deadline

Release Date

Vol 38 No 1

15 March 2021

26 March 2021

Vol 38 No 2

17 May 2021

4 June 2021

Vol 38 No 3

19 July 2021

6 August 2021

Vol 38 No 4

4 October 2021

22 October 2021

Contact Advertising Deadlines
February

29 January 2021

August

26 July 2021

March

22 February 2021

September

30 August 2021

April

29 March 2021

October

27 September 2021

May

26 April 2021

November

25 October 2021

June

24 May 2021

December

29 November 2021

July

28 June 2021

For more advertising details go to https://stav.org.au/publications/
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