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VCE Trial exams
Semester 2 Exams

currently taking orders for electronic or paper copy
STAV Publishing produces VCE trial exams
Year 11 and year 12, Unit 2 and 3&4 Trial Exams and Solutions

VCE Biology , Chemistry, Physics, Psychology
For current and past trial exams order here

Order Here Now for 2022 electronic versions
Order Here Now for 2022 paper versions

Phone: 03 9385 3999 • Email: admin@stav.vic.edu.au

Electronic trial exams available for order now
Paper trial exams available for order now

Contact enquiries

For enquiries about Contact newsletter including
advertising opportunities please contact the STAV
Publications Officer phone: (03) 9385 3999 or
email: publications@stav.vic.edu.au

Please ensure a current email address is on file with
STAV so you will receive your link to the newsletter.
Patron: Associate Professor Misty Jenkins
BSc (Hons), PhD, MAICD
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2022 STAV
Council

STAV Contacts
STS Management

STAV Business Centre

Alexandra Abela
STAV President, ASTA Board,
STS Management Committee
Penleigh & Essendon
Grammar School
president@stav.vic.edu.au

Josie Crisara
Aitken College
jcrisara@aitkencollege.edu.au

Liz Billings
Executive Manager
executivemanager@stav.vic.edu.au

Janice Teng
STS Committee
sts@stav.vic.edu.au

Collette Whittaker
Administration Officer
Phone: 9385 3904
admin@stav.vic.edu.au

Dale Carroll
STAV Councillor,
STAV Delegate to ASTA Congress
The Geelong College

Lucy Cassar
Thomas Carr College – Tarneit
C/- sts@stav.vic.edu.au

Sarah-Jane Chuck
STAV Councillor
Kilbreda College Mentone

Leonie Lang
Science Educator
leonie.lang284@gmail.com

Jodie Donaghey
STAV Councillor
Holy Rosary School Kensington

Alexandra Abela
STAV President
president@stav.vic.edu.au

Amanda Peters
STAV Vice President
Deakin University
Denise Raven
STAV Councillor
Wesley College
Dr Emily Rochette
STAV Vice President
The University of Melbourne
Dr Rod Fawns
STAV Councillor,
STAV Life Member
Retired
Dr. Robert Roe
STAV Honorary Treasurer
STAV Life Member
Retired
Michael Rosenbrock
STAV Councillor
Wodonga Secondary College
Dr Peta White
STAV Honorary Secretary
Deakin University

STAV Journal Editors
LabTalk
Dr. Fiona Trapani
Penola Catholic College
ftrap@netspace.net.au
Let’s Find Out
Amanda Peters
Deakin University
amanda.peters@deakin.edu.au

Vacant
Accounts Officer
Phone: 9385 3908
payments@stav.vic.edu.au
Vacant
Events Coordinator
Phone: 9385 3905
events@stav.vic.edu.au
STAV Publishing
Phone: 9385 3904
admin@stav.vic.edu.au

STAV is the sole member
of Science Victoria.

STAV Council Meeting Dates 2022
Thursday 3 February 2022
Tuesday 15 March 2022
Tuesday 10 May 2022
Thursday 21 July 2022
Thursday 27 October 2022
STAV AGM Friday 25 November 2022,
following STAVCON
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Vacant
Receptionist
Phone: 9385 3999
stav@stav.vic.edu.au

Science Victoria

Tuesday 13 September 2022
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Janice Teng
Science Talent Search Project Officer
sts@stav.vic.edu.au

All STAV Council meetings, unless
otherwise advised, will take place
from 4.30 pm – 6.30 pm and will be
conducted via Zoom. All Individual
Members are permitted to attend
STAV Council meetings as observers.
If interested, please submit your
request to the STAV President, one
week in advance of the scheduled
meeting: president@stav.vic.edu.au
STAV Council looks forward to your
engagement.
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STAV Editorial
Committee
Fiona Trapani
Penola Catholic College
Senior Editor LabTalk
and co-chair STAV
Editorial Committee

New Members
Welcome to the new members of STAV:

Individuals

Schools

Chris Wines
Stuart Lees
Daniel Robertson

No new schools

Amanda Peters
Deakin University
Senior Editor Let’s Find Out
and co-chair STAV Editorial
Committee

How to join STAV

Dale Carroll
The Geelong College

Alternatively, contact the STAV office for more information: 03 9385 3999

Cristina Guarella
The University of Melbourne,
MGSE
Gary Simpson
Woodleigh School
Duncan Symons
The University of Melbourne,
MGSE
Janice Teng
Science Talent Search
Coordinator
Mahaelia Thavarajah
Quantum Victoria
Peta White
Deakin University

For Journal submission
deadlines see page 10
on Contact

Join online or download a form from our website
stav.org.au/html/membership.html

STAV Membership
STAV Individual Membership fees:
Individual Primary

$125

Individual Secondary

$140

Individual both Primary/Secondary

$175

Laboratory Technicians

$105

Retired Member

(Base fee) $22

Pre-Service

(Base fee) $75

The subscription of a member ceases to be effective if payment is not received
prior to or on the date of renewal.

Life Members
Josie Crisara

Mark Learmonth

Rod Fawns

Robert Roe

Dick Gunstone

David Trotter

Connect with us on Social Media
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President’s Report
Dear Colleagues,
Welcome to the August edition of CONTACT, in which we highlight some member opportunities across a variety of
areas of interest.

SAVE THE DATE: STAVCON 2022, Friday 25 November 2022
STAVCON will be held in Melbourne metro on Friday 25 November 2022 with this year’s
theme being Sparking Ideas: Building connections in Science Education. Keynote speakers and
registration details will be released in the coming weeks and the Call for sessions will open very
shortly. We encourage our regional and rural conference goers to lock the date in. More details will
follow with regard to accommodation and the pre-conference social event on the Thursday evening.

Farewell to Anne Heard in her retirement

Membership Survey

In July we celebrated the retirement of Anne Heard, STAV’s
longstanding and much-loved Membership Officer. After
almost 20 years in the employment of STAV, Anne has
decided to retire to spend more time with her family. In
reminiscing about her time with STAV, Anne recalls working
with numerous Presidents, Council Members and colleagues
over the years; all of whom were equally dedicated and
committed to STAV. During her time with STAV, she has
supported conferencing, publishing, administration and
membership. Anne has been the joyous laugh at the end of
the phone and the bright face to greet you at STAV House.
Anne will be greatly missed by all and we wish her well in her
retirement adventures.

Thank you to all those who completed the 2022 Individual
Member and School Members surveys. We received a wealth
of information directly from you that will undoubtedly help
STAV further shape membership engagement opportunities
and offerings. We received detailed, constructive feedback
from a dedicated membership who is clearly committed
to shaping their Association. For this, STAV Council and
Management are very grateful. Further information will
be provided shortly on the next phase of the membership
engagement and the consultation process.
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The winner of the double passes to this year’s STAVCON
are: Individual Member Survey winner Samantha Blair; and
School Member Survey winner Angela Hanley, St Albans SC.
Congratulations and thanks. We look forward to seeing you
at STAVCON 2022.

Newsletter of The Science Teachers
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Strategic Planning
STAV Councillors and Science Victoria Board members came
together on Saturday 30 July to commence developing our
Strategic Plan for the next 3 year period. The all-day session
was facilitated by Cath Smith from Change Smith Consulting
and was seamlessly organised by STAV’s Executive Manager,
Liz Billings. With presentations from guest speakers: Ilena
Young, Managing Director of Startup Shakeup – the catalyst
for regional innovation; and Deb Hull, Chair of Council of
Professional Teacher Association Victoria and Executive
Director of History Teachers Association Victoria, the day’s
activities were rich and inspiring, challenging our thinking
every step of the way. I extend my thanks to my STAV Council
and SV Board colleagues and my deep appreciation for your
work ethic, vision, wisdom and heart. I would like to reiterate
how blessed I feel to be able to work alongside you in this
critical area. To our membership, my thanks again for your
invaluable input. We look forward to finalising our 20232025 Strategic Plan and to presenting it to you, our broader
membership, and to all of STAV’s stakeholders.

National Science Week 13-21 August 2021
The school theme for National Science Week in 2022 is
Glass: More than meets the eye. It is based on the UN
International Year of Glass. The theme celebrates the
many roles that glass plays in our lives as a part of our
sustainable future – from phone screens to optical fibre
to glassware in laboratories. The uses for and intrinsic
nature of glass in science make it a suitable topic for
investigation across all strands of science education.
For full details you can visit the National Science Week
website here: https://www.scienceweek.net.au/

EduTech Melbourne on 10 & 11 August
– STAV Membership exclusive
We hope that those who took advantage of our
members-only deal to attend Edu Tech thoroughly enjoyed
their experience. It was exciting to be able to return to the
face-to-face event in Melbourne at the MCEC on 10 & 11
August 2022. EduTECH is the only event that represents
the entire learning lifecycle including preschool, school,
higher education, vocational education, workplace learning,
HR skills development and continued adult learning.
This year’s event featured over 300 speakers, 12 parallel
streams each aimed at a different, but complementary,
portion of the education sector, breakout seminars,
training forums and exclusive content from the Victorian
Department of Education and Training, Apple, Microsoft,
Google for Education and EduGrowth. Plus, a massive
trade show with over 250 exhibitors. If you missed out
this year, do keep an eye out for opportunities to engage
as a STAV member in 2023.

Victorian Curriculum Assessment Authority VCE
Chemistry and Physics Examination Reviews
VCAA We are seeking your feedback about the VCE
Chemistry and Physics examinations. The information
that you provide will be used to inform the examination
specifications of future VCE Chemistry and Physics
examinations.
To provide feedback, please use the relevant link below
to complete a brief survey by Monday 22 August.
VCE Chemistry Review of Exam
VCE Physics Review of Exam

One of the resources produced by National Science Week
is the First Peoples Science Week Booklet. “First Peoples
science is everyday science. Science has always been, and
continues to be, a part of everyday life for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples. Science is embedded in every
aspect of our culture and our understanding of Country.”
You can view the booklet here. Science Week 2022
Keep an eye out for STAV member updates and on our social
media platforms for content regarding National Science
Week 2022 In-person and online events, virtual tours, DIY
science and more, all across Australia, from 13 - 21 August.
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Science ASSIST

CONASTA 69 – Canberra, ACT

Science ASSIST is Australia’s national online advisory service
for school science educators and technicians. It provides:

CONASTA 69, the annual science education conference
of the Australian Science Teachers Association (ASTA), is
being held from Sunday 25 September to Wednesday 28
September 2022. In 2022, CONASTA is being hosted by the
Science Educators Association of the ACT (SEAACT). The
conference theme, “Science Revealed”, has been chosen to
showcase all that Canberra has to offer as a science City.
For more details about CONASTA 69 in Canberra, please
visit SEAACT’s website. If you are interested in attending
CONASTA 69 as part of the Victorian delegation, please
contact the STAV office on: admin@stav.vic.edu.au as
we are planning a social event for the Victorians.

• expert, up-to-date information on high-quality teaching and
learning resources

• support for teachers in the implementation of the Australian
Curriculum: Science
• consistent and authoritative advice on all aspects of school
laboratory safety, management and design
• support for school laboratory technicians and teachers in
the delivery of stimulating and practical science activities
• an extensive range of educationally sound and
safety-compliant practical activities for a hands-on,
inquiry-based study of science in school science
laboratories and classrooms.

Science ASSIST is the only school science safety advisory
service in Australia, but we need your help to ensure its
future. We invite you to subscribe to Science ASSIST to keep
the service operational and give yourself access to new
resources and to the ability to ‘ASK A QUESTION’.
Science ASSIST is a subscription-based service, and is
maintained by the Australian Science Teachers Association
(ASTA) in consultation with the Science Education Technicians
Australia (SETA).
Subscribing to Science ASSIST: If your school would like to
subscribe to Science ASSIST, please follow the instructions
on the ASTA website at https://asta.edu.au/science-safety/
science-assist/. You will have the option to request an
invoice or pay using a credit card. If your school needs you
to use a purchase order, after submitting your online form,
simply send your purchase order number through
to accounts@asta.edu.au.

SPECIAL PRICING REDUCED
Fee Structure for 2022
Australian Schools

$100 (Ex. GST)

Australian Membership
(Non-schools and Individuals)

$250 (Ex. GST)

Overseas Membership

$333 (Ex. GST)

For any inquiries, please directly contact Science ASSIST.
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STAV’s Journals: LabTalk and Let’s Find Out
The deadlines for submission of copy for the third editions
of LabTalk and Let’s Find Out have only just closed. Thank
you for your contributions. Copy for fourth editions is
now being enthusiastically sought. For deadlines, please
see page 10. If you are interested in submitting content
or would like further guidance and support, please contact
the editors, Dr Fiona Trapani and Amanda Peters at
publications@stav.vic.edu.au.
Current and past editions of LabTalk and LFO can be
found here.

Teaching Science Journal
The latest edition of Teaching Science is available here.

ASTA Newsletter
The latest edition of the ASTA newsletter is available here.

Stay Connected: STAV Member
Community Facebook Group
The STAV Members Community Facebook group continues
to go from strength to strength and it is pleasing to
participate in discussions around a range of issues.
Admittance to this group is through provision of your
first and last name and STAV individual membership
number when answering the joining questions. This is
a supportive professional learning community for Early
childhood, Primary, Secondary, Tertiary educator and
Laboratory Technician members. https://www.facebook.com/
groups/STAVmembercommunity.

Newsletter of The Science Teachers
Association of Victoria Inc.

STAV Membership: Your membership
is more important than ever!
Being a member of STAV provides opportunities to network
with other members, receive and exchange the latest
news in science education, contribute to discussions about
science and science education and to actively support your
professional association. STAV members receive journals,
newsletters, discounts and other benefits, and STAV
Individual Membership fees are tax deductible.
Individual members have opportunities to become more
actively involved in the Association as working party
members. If this interests you, please feel free to contact
me and I would be delighted to provide further information:
president@stav.vic.edu.au

STAV Council Meetings

I hope that our busiest term of the school year is treating
you well. I appreciate only too keenly the challenges with
which we are faced and the forces that are shaping this
profession. STAV has a crucial role to play in serving and
advocating for all teachers of science. Once a science
teacher, always a science teacher.
As always, I encourage you to contact me at any time
to discuss matters of importance and interest to you
president@stav.vic.edu.au.

Alexandra Abela
President, Science Teacher
Association of Victoria

Individual Members of STAV are permitted and encouraged
to attend STAV Council meetings as observers. If interested,
you will need to submit your request to the STAV President,
one week in advance of the scheduled meeting: president@
stav.vic.edu.au All STAV Council meetings in 2022, unless
otherwise advised, will take place from 4.30 pm – 6.30 pm
via Zoom. The 2022 meeting dates are published in this
edition of CONTACT.
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Help your
students achieve
exam success
A+ VCE Biology Study Notes
This trusted and reliable study guide is designed to be
students’ year-round study companion. A+ VCE Biology Study
Notes enhances the skills and confidence of students
studying VCE Biology with detailed summary notes and a
suite of exam revision tools and resources.

A + VCE Biology Study Notes

•
•
•
•
•

Hints and margin notes to explain
difficult concepts
Key terms and definitions
Revision checklists
Icons to highlight difficulty level
Concept maps

Buy A+ VCE Biology Study Guides now
cengage.com.au/secondary/a-plus-vce

Want to learn more?

Contact your rep: cengage.com.au/contact-us/secondary
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Science Talent Search Report
Congratulations to the students who
participated in Science Talent Search 2022 by
attending judging day on Saturday August
6 or submitting their projects online. The
organisation of the competition has had to
change in recent years and we thank you for
adapting to some new processes. A big thank
you to the many volunteer judges and STS
committee members who so willingly gave
their time to help with judging the projects.
At the judging venues, we were especially pleased this year
to welcome again a contingent of pre-service teachers from
Melbourne Graduate School of Education as volunteer
judges. They interacted very positively with the student
entrants and we hope they are inspired to go on and
encourage their own students to do an STS project next
year. We also appreciated the judging help from science
teachers whose schools had not submitted entries and from
research scientists. There is a lot to be done in a short time
on Judging Day and extra judges are extremely useful.

Confirmation of entries received is sent to School STS
coordinators by email correspondence and the school
portal. This is getting close to the end of the term so if there
are any queries or changes, they will need to be followed up
quickly. Results are announced as part of Schools Pack 3,
which is due in schools on Monday October 17. Students are
not notified individually; all communication is via the School
STS Coordinator.
Due to continued uncertainty about Covid-19 restrictions on
large gatherings, it has been decided to not hold Exhibition
and Presentation Day at La Trobe University again this
year. We are planning alternative online presentations in
November to acknowledge the achievements of bursary
winners. We hope this will still be an exciting and rewarding
occasion for prize-winning students, their teachers and
parents. Details for Presentation Day also arrive in Pack 3.

Leonie Lang
STS Management
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Diamond Sponsors of Science Talent Search

Past Years
Trial Exams

Available now electronically

Years 2015 – 2021
Biology Units 1 – 4
Chemistry Units 1 – 4
Physics Units 1 – 4
Psychology Units 1 – 4

Questions and solutions are in Adobe Acrobat
pdf format. Files can be delivered via your
school intranet, saved to hard drive or printed.
Copy and paste of exams is prohibited.
Price: $20.70 per exam
Choose as many exams as you want,
in any combination you want.
Order form here
or contact STAV for an order form:
Phone: 03 9385 3999
Email: admin@stav.vic.edu.au
10
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Labtech list

The Labtech list has been set up
by STAV as a discussion forum where
Laboratory Technicians can exchange
information, share ideas and seek advice.
We ask science coordinators to
encourage their Laboratory Technicians
to become a member of Labtech and
participate in the discussion group.
It is free to join.
Go to the Science Victoria
website for more information:
Join Now

Newsletter of The Science Teachers
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STAV Goals
‘Advancing Science Education’
Vision

Is to develop a science community growing
together through collaboration, professional
learning supported by conferences, workshops and
events, partnerships with industry and the wider
community through STEM and other innovations.

Mission

To represent and advance the collective voice of
science educators that will shape and influence
policy in all aspects relating to science education.
We are committed to offering a range of resources
and services that will promote quality science
teaching and learning.
We provide opportunities for all students to become
inspired, engaged and excel in activities that
promote scientific literacy including: Science Talent
Search, Science Drama and BHP Foundation Science
and Engineering Awards.

Journal Deadlines
LabTalk - Secondary Journal (Quarterly)

Let’s Find Out - Primary Journal (Quarterly)

Edition

Deadline

Release Date

Edition

Deadline

Release Date

Vol 66 No 1

22 February 2022

17 March 2022

Vol 39 No 1

15 March 2022

29 March 2022

Vol 66 No 2

26 April 2022

12 May 2022

Vol 39 No 2

17 May 2022

7 June 2022

Vol 66 No 3

12 July 2022

28 July 2022

Vol 39 No 3

19 July 2022

4 August 2022

Vol 66 No 4

4 October 2022

25 October 2022

Vol 39 No 4

4 October 2022

25 October 2022

Contact Advertising
Deadlines
February

1 February 2022

August

2 August 2022

March

1 March 2022

September

6 September 2022

April

5 April 2022

October

4 October 2022

May

3 May 2022

November

2 November 2022

June

31 May 2022

December

6 December 2022

July

5 July 2022

For more advertising details go to stav.org.au/publications
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